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BORDER POLICE OF BiH
INTRODUCTION

Dear readers, 

For many years, Border Police of BiH has been 
publishing a publication whose content informs 
you about the development of this police agen-
cy, competence, organisation and management, 
work and goals, equipment, training and coope-
ration with domestic and foreign partners.
Border Police of BiH is one of the most impor-
tant segments in the security system of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, of its citizens and all people 
who visit or reside in our country, so all our 
efforts are aimed that, by professional and res-
ponsible work of staff, with the engagement of 
all available material and technical means, we 
make the maximum contribution to achieving 
the highest possible level of security in our co-
untry. By publishing this publication, we strive 
to transparently, objectively and validly inform 

the public about these issues within the compe-
tence of Border Police of BiH and highlight the 
most significant events in the past year.

By reading this seventeenth edition of the pu-
blication, you will be convinced that during our 
twenty-two years of development, we have 
made significant progress and results in all se-
gments related to border security.

Sincerely,  

DIRECTOR
                                                                                                  

Chief Inspector General  
                                                                                                              

Zoran Galić
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Border Police of Bosnia and  
Herzegovina marks its 22 nd  
anniversary
The first multiethnic police agency at the level of BiH l Border control is performed in 
accordance with the best standards and practices of related agencies in Europe and worldwide

On 6 June 2022, Border Police of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina marks its 
22nd anniversary. On this day, with 

the formation of the first Unit Airport 
Sarajevo, BP BiH started working and 
thus we became the first multiethnic 
police agency at the level of BiH.
From then until today, BP BiH has de-
veloped into a modern, professional 
police agency at the state level, whose 
harmony and uniqueness in work and 
activities have earned it the status of 
one of the most respectable police 
agencies in our country and the re-
gion. Despite the problems that were 
more or less present throughout the 
previous years, such as insufficient 
number of police officers, poor infra-
structure at border crossing points 
and insufficient budget funds for de-
velopment projects, we have shown 
the ability to perform border control 
in accordance with the highest Eu-
ropean standards. Over time, we have 
become a modern police agency that 
has cooperated and independently 
done a lot to combat illegal migrati-
on through BiH territory and in the 
fight against all types of cross-border 
crime. However, as it is known, in the 

last five years, this police agency has 
been facing an influx of migrants in 
the eastern and northeastern part of 
the country, i.e. illegal crossings of the 
state border by migrants entering BiH 
on the so-called Western Balkans Rou-
te and other routes, who try to use BiH 
as a transit area to go to the Europe-
an Union countries. From March 2020, 
we have been facing another great 
challenge - the coronavirus COVID-19 

pandemic, a global problem that has 
not bypassed BiH. In order not to pre-
vent the spreading of COVID-19 in our 
country, BP BiH takes measures within 
its competence, and members of BP 
BiH are in constant communication 
and coordination with public health 
institutes and competent bodies with 
which they take all possible preventa-
tive measures.
The road to success and building a 
positive public image has not been 
easy. In order to meet the set goals 
and vision of a modern and profes-
sional agency, and a reliable partner 
to law enforcement agencies and ci-
tizens in whose service we are, a lot 
of effort and commitment was inve-
sted by members of management and 
employees, especially police officers 
at border crossing points who are the 
first ‘to open’ the door upon entering 
our country, and are the last to wish a 
bon voyage to all those leaving it. They 
are the greatest force that has contri-
buted to BP BiH enjoying respect in 
the police structures of the country 
and worldwide, and thanks to such 
a vision, which does not depend on 
the difficulties and problems of the 
present moment, we have developed 

Inauguration of Border Police on 6 June 2000

The UN Mission accredited BP BiH with 
this certificate, 30 December 2002
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into a police agency described at the 
beginning of the story. 

Operational independence 

BP BiH was established on the basis of 
the Law on the State Border Service of 
BiH, which was adopted on 13 Janu-
ary 2000 by the High Representative in 
BiH, Wolfgang Petritsch, in accordance 
with his powers. With the adoption of 
the new Law on the State Border Servi-
ce in October 2004, this police agency 
was defined as an administrative orga-
nization within the Ministry of Security 
of BiH, with operational independen-
ce, established to perform police tasks 
related to the surveillance and control 
of crossing of the BiH border and other 
activities prescribed by law. In its work, 
BP BiH applies primarily the basic laws: 
the Law on Border Control, the Law on 
Police Officials of BiH, the Law on Fore-
igners, the Law on Civil Service in the 
Institutions of BiH, etc.
The process of taking over the surve-
illance and control of crossing of the 
state border from the entity and can-
tonal MoIs took place in stages, and 
ended on 30 September 2002 with the 
inauguration of State Border Service 
Unit Strmica, and on 30 December 

2002, the United Nations Mission in 
BiH, headed by Special Representative 
of the UN Secretary General and Head 
of the UN Mission in BiH, Jacques Paul 
Klein, accredited State Border Service 
of BiH to meet basic standards of de-
mocratic law enforcement. Since then, 
the entire BiH border has been placed 

under control and surveillance, which 
are performed in a much more orga-
nised and functional manner.
By amendments to the Law on State 
Border Service, which entered into 
force on 18 April 2007, State Border 
Service of BiH was renamed Border 
Police of BiH. n

Building of Border Police of BiH built with the funds  
of the European Commission and its own funds 

Border Police of BiH is structured to 
ensure coordination of all activities at 
the central, regional and local levels. 
It consists of six regional offices: Field 
Office North-West - Gradiška, Field 
Office North-East - Bijeljina, Field 
Office East - Višegrad, Field Office 
South - Čapljina, Field Office West - 
Bosansko Grahovo and Field Office 
for Airports based in Sarajevo. At the 
central level, there are the Director’s 
Cabinet and the Head Office, which 
consists of the Operations Admini-
stration, the Administration Depar-
tment, the Professional Standards 
and Internal Control Office and the 
Strategic Planning and European In-
tegration Office. At the central level, 
there are also the Central Investiga-
tion Office and the Training and De-
velopment Office.
On about 1 600 kilometres of the 

state border, there are 17 Units de-
ployed - BIH BPU Velika Kladuša, BIH 
BPU Dobrljin, BIH BPU Gradiška, BIH 
BPU Brod, BIH BPU Orašje, BIH BPU 
Brčko, BIH BPU Bijeljina, BIH BPU 
Zvornik, BIH BPU Višegrad, BIH BPU 
Hum, BIH BPU Trebinje, BIH BPU 
Neum, BIH BPU Doljani, BIH BPU 
Gorica, BIH BPU Kamensko, BIH BPU 
Strmica, BIH BPU Izačić as well as BIH 
BPUs at four airports: Sarajevo, Banja 
Luka, Mostar and Tuzla. In addition to 
the mentioned organisational units, 
within BP BiH, there are Support and 
Control Units and Observation and 
Surveillance Units, as specialized 
units for performing certain tasks 
and duties.
Border Police of BiH is managed by 
the Director who has a Deputy and 
Assistant Director for Organisation 
and Operations.

Organisation and management 
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Border control is performed in ac-
cordance with the best standards 
and practices of related agencies in 
Europe and worldwide at 86 border 
crossing points, of which 58 are in-
ternational and 28 border crossing 
points for border area traffic.
The 905-kilometres land border, the 
625-kilometres river border and the 
21-kilometres sea border are curren-
tly guarded, controlled and secured 
by 2 187 employees, of which 1 982 
are police officers, 47 civil servants 
and 158 staff members.

Border 
guards 

The border area surveillance

Border checks in accordance with the EU standards

Members of BPU Neum in the blue border surveillance  Passport control at the International Airport Sarajevo

Service dogs in daily use
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Interview with the Director of  
Border Police of BiH, Zoran Galić

Chief Inspector General Zoran Galić 
was appointed to the position of 
Director of the Border Police of BiH 

by the Decision of the Council of Mi-
nisters of BiH on 16 April 2014. He has 
been in police structures since 1991. 
At the very beginning of his career in 
police structures, at the Police Station 
Posušje, he worked as a police officer 
for on-duty patrol activities, he was 
the shift leader, then the Territorial Se-
ctor Leader. From 1996, he worked as 
a Border Police Assistant of the Police 
Station Posušje, after which he was the 
Chief of the Border Police Station at the 
PA Posušje. From November 2002, Di-
rector Galić worked as an Inspector for 
Public Order and Peace and Security 
Affairs at the Headquarters of the West 
Herzegovina Canton MoI. From 2003, 
he was the Commander of the Police 
Station Posušje, and from November 
2008 until he became the Director of 
the Border Police of BiH, Zoran Galić 
was the Commissioner of the West 
Herzegovina Canton MoI. He gradua-
ted at the Faculty of Law in Mostar as a 
lawyer. He has completed a number of 
seminars and trainings, including the 
Antiterrorism Assistance Program and 
the Crisis Response Team Course at the 
Louisiana Police Academy, organised 
by the US Government. The Ministry of 
Security of BiH awarded him the Gold 
Police Badge in 2014.

The Border Police of BiH is marking 22 
years of existence. What is the current 
situation in police agency?

The Border Police of BiH, year after year, 
has been facing an increasing number 
of tasks and challenges, ranging from 
the migrant crisis to the coronavirus 
pandemic, with a permanent shorta-
ge of a large number of police officers 
and material and technical resources. 
Despite the above, I am proud of the 
fact that this agency, as indicated by 
the statistics, has achieved better re-
sults, starting from 2014 onwards, in 
almost all areas. The number of dete-
cted criminal offences, cross-border cri-
me, forged documents has increased, 
larger seizures of narcotic drugs have 
been recorded, the number of submi-
tted criminal intelligence reports has 

increased, and more.
In addition to the global problems we 
face, the results of our work show that 
the Border Police is making maximum 
efforts to protect the state border and 
prevent any form of cross-border crime.

Can you single out the significant ope-
rational actions that members of the 
Border Police of BiH carried out last 
year?

Last year, the BP BiH police officers 
carried out a series of operational acti-
ons, one of which is the Action codena-

med Escobar. This is the largest operati-
onal action of the Border Police aimed 
at breaking up organised crime groups 
in connection with the illicit trafficking 
of narcotic drugs, whereby about 6 000 
cannabis stalks were discovered in a 
purpose-built camp for the production 
and cultivation of narcotic drug mari-
juana, which was distributed internally 
and at the European Union market. In 
the Operation Marihuana, 330 mari-
juana stalks, a large amount of speed, 
automatic rifles, pistols, various ammu-
nition and more were discovered.
In addition to the Border Police of BiH, 
the Police of the Brčko District of BiH 
and the MoI of the Republic of Croatia 
took part in the Operation Galeb, whi-
ch was aimed at breaking the chain of 
organised trafficking in human beings, 
and the Action was carried out in co-
operation with the Prosecutor’s Office 
of BiH. 10 people were apprehended. 
Last year, the Border Police of BiH re-
corded 27 criminal offences in the field 
of criminal offences against humanity, 

In addition to  
the global problems we face, 
the results of our work show 

that the Border Police is making 
maximum efforts to protect  

the state border and  
prevent any form of  
cross-border crime



granpol.gov.ba8

BORDER POLICE OF BiH
INTERVIEW

namely ‘People smuggling’ and ‘Orga-
nising a group or association for the 
perpetration of the criminal offence 
of migrant smuggling’. The suspects in 
the commission of these crimes tried 
to smuggle more than 300 migrants, 
most of them citizens of Bangladesh, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. The largest 
number of detected criminal offences 
of ‘People smuggling’ was recorded in 
the area of jurisdiction of the Field Of-
fices East, West and North-West.

When it comes to border crossing 
points, the infrastructure is not at an 
enviable level. However, the new Bor-
der Crossing Point Osoje will soon be 
built, and the Border Crossing Point 
and bridge Svilaj and Bratunac have 
recently been put into operation. How 
much does this mean for the BP BiH, 
but also for the state’s economy?

The opening of modern and equipped 
border crossing points has created the 
infrastructural and technical precondi-
tions for more efficient border checks 
on people, means of transport and 
goods. This ensures the acceleration 
of traffic flows across the border cro-
ssing points and reduces the retenti-
on time of people and transportation 
means during the intended crossing of 
the border, and on the other hand en-
sures the relief of neighbouring border 
crossing points.
We are aware that the infrastructure 
at border crossing points is not at an 
enviable level, but due to financial re-
asons, such a situation cannot be re-
solved overnight. Unfortunately, only a 
few border crossing points meet the EU 
standards, while the rest barely have 
the basic working conditions, therefore 
it is necessary to work on the constru-
ction of new and reconstruction of the 

existing border crossing points.
With the construction of the new Bor-
der Crossing Point Osoje, we will have 
better working conditions and our 
own capacities, and we will continue 
to work on reconstructing and buil-
ding other border crossing points in 
accordance with the European stan-
dards. The construction of these bor-
der crossing points, as well as others 
in the future, will further connect BiH 
with the neighbouring countries and 
greatly accelerate the traffic of goods 
and passengers, bearing in mind that 
improving infrastructure and connecti-
vity is a condition for faster economic 
development, thus approaching the 
standards of more developed countries 
in the region and in the European Uni-
on. Border crossing points are, above 
all, extremely important from the aspe-
ct of security, but also as the first image 
of the country when entering Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.

You have been warning for years abo-
ut the shortcomings of the existing 
laws and regulations and that they 
need to be changed, and you also po-
inted out that a special problem is the 
inconsistency and obsolescence of the 
Rulebook on Internal Organisation of 
this police agency?

The Rulebook on Internal Organisation 
is, along with the Law on Border Poli-
ce, the basic normative act which re-
gulates, among other things, both the 
organisational structure and the num-
ber and structure of executors of tasks 
and duties within the competence of 
the police body. The Border Police of 
BiH currently operates according to the 
Rulebook adopted more than 15 years 
ago, which does not reflect the needs 
of the Border Police, both in terms of 
organisational structure and the num-
ber of executors, as since the adopti-
on of the said Rulebook, the scope of 
work has been multiplied in order to 
open new border crossing points, traf-

The BP BiH is  
the leading police agency  
that continuously fights 

corruption in its own ranks  
and prosecutes its own  

police officers, as is shown  
by the statistics
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fic flows have intensified, especially in 
air traffic, and more. Also, the security 
issue is incomparably more complex, 
characterised by the emergence of 
intense migratory pressure on the BiH 
border, on the so-called Balkan Route, 
which necessarily assumes a signifi-
cantly higher number of executors, in 
order to ensure an effective security 
response. Therefore, the Border Police 
has prepared and sent to the prescri-
bed procedure a proposal for the Rule-
book on Internal Organisation, and we 
have been fighting for years to adopt 
it, which would provide the necessary 
prerequisites for staffing, in accordan-
ce with current needs to perform ta-
sks and responsibilities within the BP 
BiH. Experts from the Federal Republic 
of Germany also worked on the said 
Rulebook, which was amended seve-
ral times, but never adopted before, 
stopped by the former Minister of Se-
curity, for unknown reasons. We hope 
that this time it will finally be adopted, 
because it expresses the need for 1300 
new police officers to more effectively 
protect the state border.

Are there those in the ranks of the 
Border Police who do not deserve to 
wear the uniform of this agency and 
how do you fight against that and 
against corruption in your own ranks?

First of all, the Border Police of BiH re-
cords, considers and submits to the 
Citizens’ Complaints Board of the Par-

liamentary Assembly of BiH all compla-
ints of citizens regarding the negligent 
or illegal work of police officers. After 
considering the complaints of citizens, 
the Border Police of BiH submits a res-
ponse to the complaint, and if during 
the inspection it is determined that the 
police officer committed a breach of 
official duty, disciplinary proceedings 
are initiated against him.
Furthermore, the Border Police of BiH 
strongly condemns all forms of corrupt 
behaviour, especially in its own ranks, 
whose members should be those who 
fight corruption, not those who parti-
cipate in it. The BP BiH is the leading 
police agency that continuously fights 
corruption in its own ranks and pro-
secutes its own police officers, as is 
shown by the statistics. Last year alone, 
10 internal proceedings were instituted 
against 16 BP officers for corruption-re-
lated acts, and 8 requests were filed to 
initiate disciplinary proceedings aga-
inst 9 police officers for corruption-re-
lated acts, for which 7 police officers 
were temporarily suspended.
Anyone who acts illegally must be held 
accountable, and the Border Police will 
take all measures in accordance with 
the law to sanction the perpetrators of 
corrupt practices in its own ranks.

This is your last term as the Director 
of the Border Police of BiH. You have 
faced many unenviable situations 
and pressures. How did you deal with 
them and what would you say to tho-

se who are currently deciding to beco-
me police officers?

When you are in the position of the 
manager, especially of a police agen-
cy, you have to be prepared for a num-
ber of challenges. What was the key 
issue during my term was the lack of 
understanding of the authorities for 
the needs of the Border Police of BiH, 
despite appeals that some things need 
to be changed, such as filling the ca-
pacity of the BP, changing laws and re-
gulations. But I did everything I could 
to make this police agency protect the 
state border with all available means.
Having been in police structures for 
almost three decades, I have learned 
to deal with numerous pressures and 
to react quickly and concretely in all 
situations. Individuals aimed to dis-
credit and damage the reputation of 
the agency I headed, and me as well, 
with tendentious claims and a series 
of slander and untruths. However, it is 
necessary to rise above everything and 
continue the persistent fight against all 
forms of crime, and the results of the 
work of the Border Police of BiH show 
that the only thing that matters is the 
safety of the citizens of this country.
To all those involved in police work, I 
would like to say that they should do 
their job honestly, fairly and respon-
sibly, to be collegial and dedicated in 
performing the work of a police officer, 
and to persistently and proudly defend 
the title they carry. n
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Interview with Dragan Kulić,  
the BP BiH Assistant Director for  
Organisation and Operations

Dragan Kulić, Assistant Director for 
Organization and Operations, has 
been in police structures since 

1995, where he performed the tasks 
of managing organizational units of 
the police at the local, regional and 
central level. In the Ministry of Interior 
of the Republika Srpska, he was the 
commander of the police station from 
1995 to 2002. He is in the BiH Border 
Police from 2002 where he performed 
various duties, including: Head of the 
Field Office, Advisor to the Director, 
Head of the Training Centre, and from 
2019 he is on the position of the Assi-
stant Director of Border Police.

Your biography shows many years of 
managerial work experience, can you 
look back at the beginning of work in 
the Border Police comparing to pre-
vious work experience?

I have been in the Border Police for 
over twenty years, and before that I 
worked in the Ministry of Interior of 
Republika Srpska as a commander of 
a police station where general secu-
rity activities are performed such as 
public peace and order, crime preven-
tion, traffic safety, community policing, 
etc. Unlike general security jobs, bor-
der security jobs are specific and relate 
primarily to the area of border control 
at border crossings points, surveillan-
ce and protection of the border, as 
well as prevention and suppression of 
cross-border crime. So, the tasks from 
these areas, in terms of scope and 
complexity, can not be compared ex-
cept that it is the same type of work i.e. 
management of organizational units 
of the police, and of course with the 
level of management at which you are 
proportionally increasing the degree 
of responsibility.   

Field Office North-East Bijeljina was 
the first Field Office established in 
the end of 2001, and you were the 
first Head of Field Office, what is your 
experience from that period of time?

The Border Police, former State Border 
Service, was established according to 
an organizational model characteri-
zed by three levels of organization, 
namely: central, regional and local. 
Field Office North-East with its he-
adquarters in Bijeljina is the first ba-
sic organizational unit at the regional 
level, which was established on 28 
December 2001, which has internal 
organizational units at the local level, 
i.e. Border Police Units based in Brod, 
Orašje, Brčko and Bijeljina as well as 
the mobile Support and Control Unit 
based in Bijeljina. At the time of its 
establishment, the human and ma-
terial resources made available to 
organizational units were much more 
modest than those currently availa-
ble, given that there was no specia-

list equipment for detecting forged 
documents, equipment for control 
and inspection of vehicles, for border 
surveillance, and most police officers 
did not have the necessary specialist 
knowledge and experience in the field 
of border checks and border survei-
llance. However, despite the above 
limiting factors, the motivation and 
enthusiasm of employees at all levels 

Organizational  
structure, human resources  
and material and technical 

resources are the basic 
prerequisites for efficient 

performance of tasks and duties 
within the competence  
of the police authority
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of organization was at an enviable 
level, and the implementation of or-
ganizational structure, as well as the 
development of human and material 
capacities was continuously improved 
and reached a respectable level as it 
is today.

Given the many years of experience, 
what are the most important factors 
influencing the efficient performan-
ce of tasks and duties within the com-
petence of the Border Police?

Organizational structure, human re-
sources and material and technical 
resources are the basic prerequisites 
for efficient performance of tasks and 
duties within the competence of the 
police authority. Internal organization 
of the police structure is based on the 
principles of efficiency and rationali-
zation, which implies the establish-
ment of an economic organizational 
structure necessary for efficient per-
formance of tasks within the legally 
prescribed jurisdiction with the least 
possible use of material resources, 
as well as on the principle of functi-
onality, and vertical and horizontal 
connection implying that hierarchy 
of leadership and responsibility (ver-
tical connection) and the hierarchy of 
coordination and cooperation (ho-
rizontal connection) are clearly and 
precisely defined. In addition to an 
efficient and rational organizational 
model, the most significant value of 
the police structure is the human and 
material-technical resources nece-
ssary for performing tasks within the 
competence of the police body. Hu-
man resources of the police structure 
represents the comprehensiveness 
of educational and psycho-physical 
characteristics as well as professional 
knowledge, skills and abilities of poli-
ce officers required to perform tasks 
and duties within the competence of 
the police authority.
Therefore, improvement and conti-
nuous development of human reso-
urces is an imperative of every police 
organization aimed to raise the level 
of efficiency and effectiveness in per-
forming tasks and duties. In addition 
to human resources, material and 
technical resources are necessary 
precondition for the efficient perfor-
mance of tasks and duties, such as: 
infrastructure needed for border con-
trol and border surveillance, specialist 

equipment for border checks of peo-
ple, vehicles and documents, border 
surveillance equipment, equipment 
for detection and documenting cri-
mes and for applying special opera-
tional techniques, etc.

What are the most significant secu-
rity challenges that marked functi-
oning of the BP BiH in the previous 
period?        

In the previous period, the BP BiH 
operated in extremely difficult and 
complex conditions characterized by 
work in the state of the COVID 19 pan-
demic, conditions of complex security 
situation caused by mass migratory 
pressure, as well as in conditions of 
absolute undercapacity in terms of 
lack of human and logistical capa-
cities, which is reflected by lack of a 
significant number of police officers, 
lack of specialist equipment for bor-
der surveillance, border checks, etc. A 
special security challenge is to act in 
conditions of intensive mass migra-
tory pressure on the BiH border at the 

so-called ‘Balkan route’, as well as the 
increased rate of cross-border crime, 
especially in the field of smuggling of 
people - migrants and other types of 
crime related to migration. Functio-
ning and operation in the conditions 
of the pandemic caused by the COVID 
19 virus, which for the police officers 
of the BP BiH set additional security 
and professional requirements in the 
form of increased risk of infection due 
to direct contact with passengers and 
various types of documents, vehicles 
and luggage. On the other hand, in-
tensifying of additional activities and 
tasks related to checks and control of 
special documents required for cro-
ssing the border (certificates on vacci-
nation, negative tests for the presence 
of virus, so-called COVID passports), 
as well as implementation of preven-
tive and repressive epidemiological 
measures against people who intend 

to cross the border issued by the com-
petent authorities, etc. These are also 
prevention and suppression of new 
forms of cross-border crime related 
to forged documents with regard to 
COVID documents-certificates, etc.

What is your comment on illegal mi-
gration and smuggling of migrants 
as one of the security challenges that 
GP BiH is facing with?

Illegal migration and the emergence 
of mass migration flows cause, among 
other things, increasing criminal acti-
vities of criminal groups and forms of 
cross-border crime, primarily smug-
gling of migrants, forgery of docu-
ments, human trafficking and other 
crimes directly or indirectly related to 
illegal migration. Also, the activities of 
criminal organizations related to ille-
gal migration are taking on increasin-
gly complex organizational forms that 
have transnational dimensions, which 
certainly represents a special challen-
ge for both border and general secu-
rity. Moreover, intensive illegal migra-

tion often leads to violation of public 
peace and order to a greater or lesser 
extent, intensification of emerging 
forms of general crime, and they cau-
se a sense of vulnerability and insecu-
rity of citizens. But, it should be taken 
into account that migrants, although 
often in the role of perpetrators of 
crimes (usually of a property nature), 
often become victim to numerous 
types of criminal activities, such as 
human trafficking, fraud, crimes with 
elements of violence, etc. Preventing 
and combating illegal migration in 
BiH is characterized by inadequate 
legal regulations in the field of exer-
cising the right to international pro-
tection-asylum (evident abuse of the 
right to international protection), as 
well as in the field of inadequate regu-
lation of police powers to take measu-
res to prevent illegal border crossings; 
then in the field of establishing iden-

The BP BiH operated in extremely difficult and complex  
conditions characterized by work in the state of the COVID  

19 pandemic, conditions of complex security situation caused  
by mass migratory pressure, as well as in conditions of  

absolute undercapacity in terms of lack of  
human and logistical capacities
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tity of migrants who do not possess 
identification documents, etc. On the 
other hand, the structural elements of 
the border security system, which is 
responsible for preventing and com-
bating illegal migration, primarily the 
Border Police but other authorities 
too, are absolutely undercapacitated 
in terms of significant lack of human 
and material resources needed for ef-
ficient execution of these tasks.  

In your opinion what are the challen-
ges that BP BiH is going to face with 
in the period to come?

There is a wide range of security 
challenges at the global level, the 
most significant of which are armed 
conflicts that predominantly affect 
regional stability and security and 
which have significant reflections on 
regional and global security challen-
ges, risks and dangers in form of: mass 
migration of population from the area 
affected by war, as well as increase of 
emerging forms of transnational or-
ganized crime in the form of human 
trafficking, smuggling of weapons 
and mine-explosive devices, narcotic 
drugs, smuggling of goods, forgery 
of travel and other documents, incre-
asing of danger of potential terrorist 
threats, etc. The above mentioned 
conflicts and confrontations are cau-
sally linked to economic consequen-
ces in form of economic crisis that pre-
dominantly affects emerging of other 
types of crime in the field of economic 
and financial crime, money launde-
ring, financing of potential terrorist 
activities, etc. In addition to the men-
tioned external global challenges, 
some of the most significant internal 
challenges that the Border Police will 
face with in the upcoming period, is 
certainly going to be the staff deficit 
caused by a significant outflow of staff 
due to so-called ‘generational renewal’ 
based on termination of employment 
i.e. acquisition of conditions for retire-
ment of a significant number of police 
officers at all levels of organization (in 
the next few years). For that reason, 
it is necessary to urgently harmonize 
and provide normative-legal and ma-
terial-financial preconditions for pri-
ority employment and professional 
training of a significant number of 
police officers, as well as to intensify 
and accelerate the process of impro-
ving and deploying police officers, 

ensuring flexibility of organizational 
structure and material - technical equ-
ipping with specialist equipment with 
the aim of substituting the personnel 
deficit, in order not to jeopardize the 
performance of tasks and duties wit-
hin the competence of the BP BiH. 

Having in mind the security challen-
ges you mentioned, what actions 
should the BP BiH take in the coming 
period? 

In accordance with the strategic docu-
ments, the Border Police has determi-
ned its long-term development goals 
through building and improving hu-
man and logistical capacities, as well 
as organizational structures due to 
continuously increase of the level of 
border security and airport safety, all 
in order to achieve the overall goal of 
improving the BiH security. Then im-
proving the functionality and efficien-
cy of capacities in the field of informa-
tion management and improvement 
of the work on recording of activities 
at the state border, which will contri-
bute to the overall security both in 
BiH and in the region. In addition, it 
is necessary to improve and develop 
risk analysis at strategic, operational 

and tactical level in accordance with 
the European risk analysis system in 
order to increase efficiency in border 
checks, border control and to prevent 
and combat all forms of cross-border 
crime. Also, it would be important to 
intensify activities on finding the opti-
mal organizational model and moder-
nization of the internal organization, 
which will improve efficiency in the 
execution of duties and tasks, stren-
gthen human resources in qualitative 
and quantitative terms in order to cre-
ate preconditions for commitments 
that will surely arise from future in-
tegration processes. Then to improve 
modernization of infrastructure in the 
form of construction of new modern 
border crossing points, increase the 
volume and intensity of traffic flows 
at border crossing points, announce 
construction and modernization of 
new airports and thus establish new 
border crossing points in the air traf-
fic and other types of traffic, such as 
ports, etc.  And certainly, act perma-
nently and continuously on building 
and improving integrity of employees 
and agency as a whole in accordance 
with the highest professional and et-
hical standards. n

the Border Police has determined its long-term  
development goals through building and improving human  

and logistical capacities, as well as organizational  
structures due to continuously increase of the level  

of border security and airport safety
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During 2021, in Operative Action Štit, 
members of BP BiH Unit Trebinje sei-
zed 63 970 packs of cigarettes whose 
market value is estimated at almost 
BAM 320 000. Cigarettes were mostly 
smuggled from Montenegro to Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, by BiH citizens who 
were being caught in cigarettes smug-
gling in forest areas around Gacko or 
at border crossing points when ciga-
rettes were hidden in purposely built 
spaces in vehicles or, in one case un-

der the bauxite ore. All cigarettes were 
temporarily seized and reports against 
suspects on committed criminal offen-
ces were submitted to competent au-
thorities. n

In the end of October 2021, officers of 
BP BiH Unit Bijeljina prevented smug-
gling of 2 845 packs of different kind 
of cigarettes at entry to BiH at Border 
Crossing Point Popovi. The cigarettes 
were detected in purposely built space 
in vehicle Skoda with BiH license plates, 
which was inspected during detailed 
border control at the second line of 
border checks. The vehicle was driven 
by citizen of BiH. The Prosecutor of the 
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH and the Preli-
minary Procedure Judge of the Court of 
BiH were informed about the event, ac-
cording to whose orders officers of BPU 
Bijeljina conducted a search of the abo-
ve mentioned vehicle. The smuggled 

cigarettes without excise stamps and 
with Kosovo excise stamps were tem-
porarily seized, together with vehicle 
and the other evidence material. n

63 970 packs of cigarettes seized in Action Štit  

Prevented smuggling of cigarettes 
at Border Crossing Point Popovi

In the beginning of November 2021, 
in the area of Brčko, members of BP 
BiH Central Investigation Office pre-
vented smuggling of large amount 
of textile goods and its further traffic-
king in the BiH market. A citizen of BiH 
was found linked to this smuggling as 
during border control of vehicle VW 
Sharan, with BiH license plates, he was 
detected with large amount of trade-
marks clothing items worth almost 
BAM 50 000. Under the supervision 

of Prosecutor of the BiH Prosecutor’s 
Office and following the order of Pre-
liminary Procedure Judge of the BiH 
Court, the above mentioned citizen of 
BiH was apprehended on the grounds 
that he committed criminal offence 
of ‘Organizing a group of people or 
associations for smuggling or sale of 
non-cleared goods’ under Article 215, 
in connection with criminal offence of 
‘Smuggling’ under Article 214 of the 
BiH Criminal Code. n

Members of BP BiH seized  
large amount of textile goods
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In the end of October 2021, members of BP BiH Unit Brčko 
prevented illegal traffic of 9 000 packs of cigarettes without 
excise stamps. The cigarettes were detected in the area of 
Brčko, upon border control of vehicle Volvo with BiH licen-
se plates, driven by a citizen of BiH. The Prosecutor of the 
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH and the Preliminary Procedure 
Judge of the Court of BiH were informed about the event, 
according to whose order the vehicle that cigarettes were 
in, was searched. Cigarettes, whose market value is estima-
ted at almost BAM 50 000 were temporarily seized. n

In the end of March 2022, members 
of the BP BiH Unit Zvornik, prevented 
the smuggling of large quantities of 
textile goods in the area of Bratunac, 
and their further distribution on the 
BiH market. Two BiH citizens who 
are linked to this smuggling, were 
apprehended. The smuggled textile 
goods, for which they did not have 
documents on origin, were discove-
red during the border control of a 
van, of BiH license plates. Under the 
supervision of the Duty Prosecutor 

of the BiH Prosecutor’s Office and 
following the order of the Duty Jud-
ge for the preliminary procedure of 
the Court of BiH, vehicles and facili-
ties used by one of the BiH citizens 
were searched, and the following 
items were found: money, ammu-
nition, military weapons and equi-
pment, tobacco, gold, a medication 
for ED - ‘Kamagra’ and invalid vehicle 
registration plates. n

Cigarettes sized in the 
area of Brčko

In the beginning of January 2022, by order of the Co-
urt of BiH, members of BP BiH Unit Izačić searched the 
family home, ancillary facilities and vehicle owned by 
a BiH citizen, in the Bihać area. During the search se-
ven hand grenades, four rifles, pistols, a large amount 
of ammunition, herbaceous substance associated in 
its appearance and smell with the narcotic drug ma-
rijuana, speed, money, detonating capsules, etc. On 
the grounds for suspicion that he committed criminal 
offences of ‘Illicit possession of weapons or explosives’ 
and ‘Unauthorized production and sale of narcotic 
drugs’ of the FBiH Criminal Code, the BiH citizen was 

apprehended and, 
along with report 
on committed cri-
minal offence, han-
ded over to the Can-
tonal Prosecutor’s 
Office of Una-Sana 
Canton. n

A large quantity of 
weapons and narcotic 
drugs were seized in 
the area of Bihać

Members of the BP BiH seized large quantities 
of textile goods, money, weapons…
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In mid-September 2021, members of 
the Central Investigation Office of the 
BP BiH and the Support and Control 
Unit of the BP BiH Field Office East - 
Višegrad, in cooperation with officers 
of the Ministry of the Interior of Repu-
blika Srpska, seized a large quantity 
of cigarettes without excise stamps 
in Krupačke stijene (municipality of 
Istočna Ilidža). These are 8 980 packs 
of cigarettes that were discovered 
during the control and inspection of 
a vehicle Passat, of BiH license plates. 

The market value of the seized ci-
garettes is estimated at more than 
BAM 45 000. On the grounds for 
suspicion that the criminal offence 
of ‘Illicit trade in excise goods’ under 
Article 210a of the Criminal Code of 
BiH, in connection with the criminal 
offence of ‘Smuggling’ under Article 
214 of the CC BiH was committed, a 
citizen of BiH, was apprehended. Ci-
garettes and other items related to 
the commission of the crime were 
temporarily seized. n

The BiH citizen smuggled  
cigarettes worth 45 000 BAM

In the end of June 2021 members of the BP BiH Unit 
Zvornik, in cooperation with members of Serbian MoI 
– BP Station Mali Zvornik, prevented the smuggling 
of large number of cattle in the Zvornik area, which 
the suspects were transporting by boat across the 
river Drina from Serbia to BiH. On that occasion, the 
cattle, the boat and a motor vehicle were seized. Two 
people were apprehended, according to the order of 
the Court of BiH, for criminal offence of ‘Smuggling’ 
and criminal offence of ‘Associating for the purpose 
of perpetrating criminal offence of smuggling’. n

Apprehended for 
smuggling of cattle 
from Serbia to BiH 

In mid-July 2021, members of the BP BiH Unit Zvornik detected 
22 forged documents presented by 11 citizens of the Republic 
of Turkey upon entering Bosnia and Herzegovina at Interna-
tional Border Crossing Point Karakaj. These are 11 passports 
and 11 ID cards of the Republic of Turkey. On the grounds for 
suspicion that criminal offence of ‘Forgery of a document’ was 
committed, the prosecutor of the District Public Prosecutor’s 
Office in Bijeljina was informed about the event, according to 
whose order the case was handed over to officers of Border 
Police Station Mali Zvornik of the Ministry of the Interior of the 
Republic of Serbia. In accordance with the Law on Foreigners, 
they were handed decisions on refusing entry into BiH. n

22 forged documents of 
Turkey were discovered  
at BCP Karakaj

In mid-April 2021, during WTMD 
control of passengers and luggage 
on the “Turkish Airlines” flight from 
Sarajevo to Istanbul, members of BP 
BiH Unit Airport Sarajevo detected 
a large amount of money. A passen-
ger with E.F. initials possessed USD 
45 000, that he did not report it 
upon border control, even though 
he was obliged to. Due to commi-
tted offence pursuant to ‘Law on 
customs violations’, the mentioned 
money and the person concerned 
were handed over to officers of the 
BiH Indirect Taxation Authority, for 
further investigation according to 
their authority. n

Sarajevo Airport – Attempted illegal transfer  
of USD 45 000 was prevented 
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During 2021, the BiH state 
border was crossed by 31 
509 686 people, out of which 
15 721 225 was registered at 
entry, and 15 788 461 at exit 
from BiH. Compering to 2020 
(24 307 665), traffic of people 
crossing the border increased 
by 29 percent. 
In 2021, there were 2 924 
attempts or crossings of the 
state border of 1 542 people 
that the competent authori-
ties had issued warrants, sear-
ches, prohibitions of crossing 
the state border for, or who 
are security-wise interesting 
people. The number of such 
people is by 68% higher than 
in 2020. When it comes to se-
arch activities during 2021, 
officers of BP BiH at Border 
Crossing Points detected 
193 BiH documents wanted 
based on different grounds, 

or announced by competent 
authorities as annulled/ in-
valid, i.e. stolen/lost and 231 
foreign documents wanted 
by Interpol. Members of this 
Agency temporarily seized 
larger amounts of cigarettes, 
cut tobacco as well as signifi-
cant amount of textile goods 
and technical equipment in 
estimated market value of 
almost BAM 700 000. n

1 542 people registered  
as wanted by different  
authorities 

In mid-July 2021, in the area of Dračevo, municipality 
of Čapljina, members of the BP BiH Central Investiga-
tion Office discovered plants of narcotic drug Indian 
hemp, within the Operational Action Žetva. During 
the search, more than 80 stalks of Indian hemp 
were found and seized. Due to the commission of 
criminal offence ‘Unauthorized production and sale 
of narcotic drugs’ two people, citizens of BiH, were 
apprehended. n

During Operational  
Action Žetva, more 
than 80 stalks of Indian 
hemp were seized 

In mid-December 2021, as part of 
Operational Action code-named Lula, 
members of the BP BiH Unit Dobrljin 
seized about 400 kilograms of cut 
tobacco and a quantity of cigarettes 
without excise stamps. Illegal trade 
was prevented in Otočka Polja in the 

municipality of Bosanska Krupa, when 
members of this Unit controlled an 
Audi of BiH license plates. The vehicle 
was driven by a citizen of BiH. In ad-
dition, in the beginning of June 2021, 
during border control of Audi vehicle 
of BiH license plates, they detected 7 

500 packs of cigarettes without excise 
stamps. Vehicle, driven by a citizen of 
BiH, was controlled in the border area, 
on the road Novi Grad – Bihać. The 
market value of seized tobacco and 
cigarettes is estimated at almost BAM 
90 000. n

Tobacco and cigarettes without excise  
stamps detected in Action Lula 
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New Border Checks Application for 
Automatic License Plate Reading is 
operational
The Project was implemented at 42 border crossing points l 212 cameras for license plate 
reading were installed

In order to more efficiently and fun-
ctionally control the crossing of the 
state border in the past period, the 

Border Police of BiH has made signifi-
cant progress in material and technical 
equipment of all organisational units, 
largely contributed by the understan-
ding and support of BiH institutions 

and authorities, donor countries and 
their diplomatic representatives, and 
representatives of the international 
community. Thanks to that, we have 
adequate material and technical equ-
ipment for border control and border 
checks harmonised with the European 
Union standards.
In the past period, we have alloca-
ted significant funds from our own 
budget for capital expenditures and, 
in addition to the purchase of police 
equipment, document review devices, 
thermal imaging cameras and sensors, 
police dogs and other equipment, si-
gnificant funds were allocated for the 

purchase of service vehicles. Thus, the 
BP BiH today has 341 service vehicles. 
Among the transportation vehicles 
used in daily work, special vehicles 
with thermal imaging devices and spe-
cialist equipment are of special value. 
Also, ATVs, motorcycles, sledges and 
boats are used on a daily basis.
In addition, an important project was 
completed in 2021, and it is the Pro-
ject ‘Automatic License Plate Reading, 
Improvement and Upgrade of the 
Existing Border Verification Applica-
tion and Integration of Advanced Re-
porting (BI)’ which is extremely impor-
tant for the build-up and improvement 
of the border control process.
Funds from the European Commis-
sion in the amount of EUR 745 129 
were donated to the Border Police of 
BiH through the IPA 2015 for the im-
plementation of this Project. Prepara-
tions for the Project have been going 
on since 2016, when a working group 
was formed in charge of the tender 
documentation preparation and the 
implementation of the Project.
The system of automatic control of li-

The Project was implemented 
at 42 border crossing points

Thanks to the  
Application, there has been 
a significant increase in the 

number of checks performed  
on vehicles and license plates, 

and thus in the detection  
of stolen vehicles  
and license plates
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cense plates enables automatic reco-
gnition of license plates on the vehicle, 
whereby all vehicles crossing the sta-
te border are recorded, and through 
this system, the license plates can be 
checked in databases. Thanks to this 
upgraded Application, there has been 
a significant increase in the number of 
checks performed on vehicles and li-
cense plates, and thus in the detection 
of stolen vehicles and license plates. 
In addition, the system enables the 
linking of vehicle data with data on 
persons-passengers in the vehicle over 
which border control is performed.

Also, in accordance with the latest 
software and technological achieve-
ments through this project, the sof-
tware upgraded the existing Border 
Checks Application for all border cro-
ssing points - road, air, water and rail, 
made a module for license plate rea-
ders, significantly improved the repor-
ting system through the Application 
and added a new advanced reporting 
system, based on the Business Intelli-
gence System.
The project was implemented at 42 
border crossing points where in-
stallations were made, 212 cameras 

for license plate reading were in-
stalled, with accompanying monitors 
for workstations and accompanying 
network equipment, and from 15 
October 2021, members of the BP BiH 
have been using a new Border Checks 
Application with automatic license 
plate reading.
Continuous work on improving the 
performance of tasks of surveillance 
and control of crossing of the state 
border with the use of all available 
material and technical resources, has 
contributed to this police agency ac-
hieving significant results in its work. n

Part of the equipment used in work

Border control in accordance 
with the EU standards

Klobuk – display of  
cameras at the border 
crossing point
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Members of Border Police of BiH make  
maximum efforts to protect the state border 
With increased migratory pressure 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina during 
the last few years, police officers of 
the BiH Border Police detected more 
than 300 criminal offences of ‘People 
smuggling’ (Article 189 of the BiH Cri-
minal Code) and more than 30 crimi-
nal offences of ‘Organising a group of 
people or association for smuggling 
of migrants’.  

During 2021, there were 8 834 people 
caught in illegal crossing of the state 
border, as well as in attempted illegal 
crossing of the state border, which 
is by 25 % less than in previous year, 
due to change of migrants’ route and 
movement. Border Police of BiH re-
gistered 27 criminal offences in the 
area of acts against humanity: ‘People 
smuggling’ and ‘Organising a group of 

people or association for smuggling of 
migrants’. The suspects for committing 
this criminal offences tried to smuggle 
more than 300 migrants, mostly citi-
zens of Bangladesh, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. The highest number of de-
tected criminal offences of ‘People 
smuggling’ was registered in the area 
of responsibility of Field Offices East, 
West and North-West. n

Migrants are trying to cross the state 
border illegally in various ways, using 
all available means of transport such 
as freight motor vehicles, passenger 
motor vehicles, vessels - boats, but 
also on foot. In the area of Zvornik, 
they are usually trying to smuggle 
migrants from the territory of the 
Republic of Serbia to the territory of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and in addi-
tion to citizens of BiH and the Repu-
blic of Serbia, there are also migrants 
among the smugglers. The Border 
Police of BiH has also recorded a 
large number of cases of detecting 
migrants and attempted smuggling 
in the cargo space of trucks. During 
2021, more than a hundred cases 

were recorded when hundreds of 
migrants tried to cross the state 
border of BiH illegally, by hiding in 
freight motor vehicles. These cases 
are mostly recorded in the area of 
responsibility of Border Police Units 
Brod, Orašje and Gradiška. 
An example of illegal migrants dete-
cted in freight motor vehicle is when 
members of Border Police Unit Brod 
on the second line of border checks 
at International Border Crossing Po-
int Brod, by using specialist equip-
ment, detected four illegal migrants 
in cargo space of the freight vehicle 
with BiH license plates. When asked 
by the BP officers, illegal migrants 
stated that they came from Afgha-

nistan, and they were handed over 
to officers of Service for Foreigners 
Affairs of BiH for further procedure. n

Illegal migrants detected in cargo space  
of freight vehicles

Two citizens of Pakistan apprehended for 
smuggling of 13 migrants
Officers of Border Police Unit Zvor-
nik apprehended two citizens of 
Pakistan, as they were detected in 
attempted smuggling of 13 male 
adults of Afro-Asian origin. The 
smuggling was prevented in Tršić, 
in the area of Zvornik municipality, 
when officers of this Unit spotted 
and stopped the boat coming by the 
River Drina, from Republic of Serbia 
towards the territory of BiH.
Under the supervision of duty prose-
cutor of the BiH Prosecutor’s Office 
and following the order of judge for 
preliminary procedure of the BiH Co-

urt, 2 people who steered the boat 
and suspected for committing crimi-
nal offence ‘People smuggling’, were 
searched. The boat that migrants 
were smuggled in, as well as other 
evidence originated from committed 
criminal offence were temporarily se-
ized. Two citizens of Pakistan, along 
with report on criminal offence, were 
handed over for further procedure to 
prosecutor of the BiH Prosecutor’s 
Office, and smuggled migrants who 
stated that they are from Pakistan, 
were handed over to Service for Fo-
reigners Affairs of BiH. n
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Prevented smuggling of migrants from Republic 
of Serbia to Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Officers of Border Police Unit Zvornik, 
prevented migrant smuggling in Bje-
lovac, in the area of municipality of 
Bratunac, as they during surveillan-
ce of the state border and by using 
specialist equipment, spotted a boat 
coming by the river Drina from Repu-
blic of Serbia towards BiH. Officers of 
BPU Zvornik stopped the boat with 15 
people of Afro-Asian origin on-board: 

six adult males and four adult females 
and five children.  
While working on this case, when 
trying to stop the vehicle which co-
uld be linked to smuggling of the 
migrants, a member of the BP BiH has 
been injured when driver did not obey 
the order of police officers i.e. refused 
to stop, continued to drive and hit 
the police officer causing him bodily 

injuries. 
Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office 
of BiH was informed about the event 
who stated that these were crimi-
nal offences ‘People smuggling’ and 
‘Attacking an official’. The smuggled 
migrants were handed over to officers 
of Service for Foreigners Affairs of BiH 
for further investigation. n

A citizen of BiH and a Pakistani prevented  
from smuggling 18 migrants 
Members of Border Police Unit Zvor-
nik, in cooperation with members of 
Regional Centre Tuzla of the State and 
Protection Agency (SIPA) and Police 
Station Teočak, prevented smuggling 
of 18 Afro-Asians in the area of muni-
cipality of Teočak. A citizen of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina has been linked to 
the smuggling, as he was smuggling 
four illegal migrants in a vehicle of BiH 
license plates. By further investigation 
in the field, a group of 14 migrants was 
found and they were linked to migrants 
smuggled in the vehicle. Organizer of 

the smuggling of the group of migrant, 
which was found in the woods is an 
Afro-Asian (a citizen of Pakistan).   
Under the supervision of duty prose-
cutor of the BiH Prosecutor’s Office and 
following the order of judge for preli-
minary procedure of the BiH Court, the 
suspects were searched and during the 
search, money, mobile phone devices 
with associated cards, and other evi-
dence were found and temporarily se-
ized. All 18 smuggled migrants stated 
that they were from Pakistan. A citizen 
of Pakistan, along with report on cri-

minal offence ‘People smuggling’ was 
handed over to prosecutor of the BiH 
Prosecutor’s Office. The further pro-
cedure regarding smuggled migrants 
was carried out by officers of the Servi-
ce for Foreigners Affairs of BiH. n

Members of Border Police of BiH 
apprehended four citizens of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina who were preven-
ted from attempting to smuggle 
20 foreigners. Namely, during the 
border control of Mercedes of BiH 
license plates in the area of Zvor-
nik, members of Border Police Unit 
Zvornik discovered nine people of 
African-Asian origin without identi-
fication documents, who stated that 
they came from Cameroon (4), Gui-
nea (2) and by one from Mali, Ivory 
Coast and Senegal. The vehicle was 
driven by a BiH citizen.  
In the meantime, members of the 
Central Investigation Office of the 
BP BiH and Border Police Unit Gori-
ca, in two separate cases in the area 
of Posušje, prevented the smuggling 
of eight Turkish citizens and three 

Pakistani citizens. Three BiH citizens 
were involved in this smuggling, who 
smuggled migrants in two vehicles of 
BiH license plates. 
On the grounds for suspicion that the 
criminal offences of ‘People smug-
gling’ were committed, the duty pro-
secutors of the Prosecutor’s Office of 

BiH were informed about the menti-
oned events. Following their orders, 
BiH citizens were apprehended and 
a criminal report was submitted aga-
inst them, whereas the foreigners 
were handed over to members of 
the Service for Foreigners Affairs of 
BiH for further proceedings. n

Four BiH citizens apprehended for the  
smuggling of 20 migrants
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Citizens of BiH apprehended  
for migrant smuggling
In Operational Action Sutjeska, mem-
bers of Border Police Unit Hum pre-
vented smuggling of 11 Afro-Asians 
in the area of Tjentište. Migrants 
were smuggled in two vehicles with 
BiH registration plates, by two fema-
les, citizens of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina. There were six illegal migrants 
smuggled in Mercedes and five illegal 
migrants smuggled in Opel.
On the grounds for suspicion that 
the criminal offence ‘People smug-
gling’ was committed, the prosecu-
tor of the BiH Prosecutor’s Office and 
the preliminary proceedings judge 

of the Court of BiH were informed 
about the event and following their 
order the suspects were apprehen-
ded and report on criminal offence  
was submitted to the BiH Prosecu-
tor’s Office against them. Also the 
vehicles and other evidence were 
temporarily seized. Illegal migrants 
had no identification documents 
and when asked by officers of BPU 
Hum, they stated that they came 
from Syria. They were handed over, 
for further investigation, to officers 
of the Service for Foreigners Affairs 
of BiH. n

Prevented smuggling of 26 illegal migrants
Members of Border Police Unit 
Zvornik prevented smuggling of 
migrants in Kozluk, municipality of 
Zvornik, when during border surve-
illance and by using specialist equ-
ipment, noticed a boat coming by 
Drina River from Republic of Serbia 
towards the BiH territory. Members 
of BPU Zvornik stopped the boat 

with 26 people on-board (illegal 
migrants), including 20 citizens of 
India, 3 citizens of Pakistan, 1 citizen 
of Ghana, 1 citizen of Zambia and 1 
citizen of Tunisia.
Measures and action on documen-
ting the criminal offence of ‘People 
smuggling’ referred in Article 189 of 
the Criminal Code of BiH, were taken 

under the supervision of Duty Prose-
cutor of the BiH Prosecutor’s Office.
A person, citizen of Afghanistan, 
was apprehended and, along with 
report on committed criminal offen-
ce, handed over to Prosecutor of the 
BiH Prosecutor’s Office within legally 
prescribed period of time. n

A citizen of Pakistan apprehended  
for migrant smuggling
Members of Border Police Unit 
Zvornik prevented smuggling of mi-
grants in Polom, in the area of muni-
cipality of Bratunac. As they, during 
the state border surveillance and by 
using specialist equipment spotted 
the boat coming by the River Drina 
from Republic of Serbia towards BiH, 
members of Border Police Unit Zvor-

nik stopped the boat with 11 Afro-
Asians on-board.
Following the order of prosecutor 
of the BiH Prosecutor’s Office, the 
suspect who steered the boat (a 
citizen of Pakistan according to the 
statement) was apprehended and 
handed over to prosecutor of the 
BiH Prosecutor’s Office, along with 

report on committed criminal offen-
ce of ‘People smuggling’. The boat 
and other evidence were tempora-
rily seized. The further investigation 
regarding the smuggled migrants 
was done by officers of the Service 
for Foreigners Affairs of BiH. n
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10 people apprehended in Operational Action Galeb
Police officers of BP BiH took part in 
International Operational Action co-
denamed Galeb, which was focused 
on dismantling of organized network 
for people smuggling from Bosnia 
and Herzegovina to Republic of Cro-
atia. Apart from BP BiH, Brčko District 
Police and MoI of R. Croatia also par-

ticipated in this Operational Action, 
which was implemented in coopera-
tion with the BiH Prosecutor’s Office. 
10 people were apprehended within 
the Action, including three people in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina for whom 
there is a reasonable doubt that they 
committed criminal offence ‘Organi-

sing a group of people or association 
for smuggling of migrants’ referred 
in Article 189a of the Criminal Code 
of BiH, in related to criminal offence 
‘People smuggling’ referred in Artic-
le 189, paragraph 1 of the Criminal 
Code of BiH. n

Members of Border Police of BiH prevented  
international trafficking in human beings
Police officers of the Central Investi-
gation Office of Border Police of BiH, 
together with the Support and Control 
Unit East and the Service for Foreigners 
Affairs, by taking measures and actions 
within their competence, discovered 
that several Pakistani citizens harmed 
other minors, which are located in the 
reception centre in Blažuj, by commi-
tting the criminal offence of ‘Internatio-
nal trafficking in human beings’ (sexual 
exploitation, of which the Prosecutor’s 

Office of BiH was informed. 
Acting under the supervision of the 
Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office 
of BiH, police officers of Border Police 
of BiH and officers of the Service for 
Foreigners Affairs – Field Office Sara-
jevo, located and detained 2 migrants, 
citizens of Pakistan (of the migrant po-
pulation), bringing them to the official 
premises of Border Police of BiH, on the 
grounds for suspicion of committing 
the criminal offence of ‘International 

trafficking in human beings. 
On the same day, minors were found, 
potential victims of the criminal offen-
ce of ‘Trafficking in Human Beings’, 
who were placed in a safe house until 
the end of the proceedings. 
Border Police of BiH is the first agen-
cy which identified smugglers among 
the migrant population, and by these 
activities also detected human being 
traffickers among the migrant popu-
lation. n
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Operational actions of the Border Police of BiH
Members of the Border Police of BiH 
work intensively on the prevention, 
detection and investigation of crimi-
nal offences directed against the se-
curity of the state border or against 
the performance of tasks and duties 
within the competence of the BP BiH. 
The Central Investigation Office of the 

BiH Border Police collects and proces-
ses intelligence related to these crimes, 
monitors and analyses the state of or-
ganised crime and conducts strategic 
analysis and risk assessment related to 
it, and collects information, notices and 
other data related to organised crime, 
directly conducts complex police inve-

stigations and conducts special investi-
gative actions in accordance with the 
law, and others.
The Border Police of BiH, despite all the 
challenges it faces, achieves excellent 
results in the fight against all forms of 
cross-border crime. n

Through illegal activities, the BiH budget  
was damaged by more than BAM 600 000

Several people were apprehended,  
including the BP BiH members

Members of the Border Police of BiH, 
in cooperation with officers of the 
Indirect Taxation Authority of BiH, 
the State Investigation and Prote-
ction Agency (SIPA) and the Intelli-
gence and Security Agency of BiH, 
implemented an Operational Action 
codenamed Šiša in Sarajevo, Istoč-
no Sarajevo, Gradiška, Prijedor and 
Banja Luka, under the supervision 
of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH and 
following the orders of the Court of 
BiH.
Searches were conducted at 23 locati-

ons used by suspects, suspected legal 
entities, the ITA BiH officers, and docu-
ments were temporarily seized from 
the official premises of the ITA BiH, in 
order to find evidence and items im-
portant for criminal proceedings, due 
to suspicion that the criminal offen-
ce of ‘Associating for the purpose of 
perpetrating criminal offences’, under 
Article 249 (2) of the BiH CC was com-
mitted, and in connection with the 
criminal offences of ‘Abuse of position 
or official authority’, under Article 220 
of the BiH CC, and the criminal offen-

ce of ‘Customs fraud’, under Article 
216 of the BiH CC.
These activities were aimed at pro-
ving illegal activities in the import 
of hookah tobacco, as excise goods, 
from the United Arab Emirates to BiH, 
through the International Airport Sa-
rajevo. During the mentioned suspi-
cious imports, the suspects commi-
tted customs fraud, which was made 
possible by the ITA BiH officers. These 
illegal activities damaged the BiH 
budget by more than BAM 600 000, 
by avoiding paying excise duties. n

As part of the Operational Action 
codenamed Lovac, police officers of 
the Central Investigation Office of 
the Border Police of BiH, acting in 
planned multi-month activities, un-
der the supervision of the Prosecu-
tor’s Office of BiH and following the 
orders of the Court of BiH, apprehen-
ded several suspects, of which two 
officers of the Border Police of BiH, 
in the Bileća area, on the grounds for 
suspicion that  the criminal offence 
of ‘Associating for the purpose of 
perpetrating criminal offences’, un-
der Article 249 of the BiH CC, was 
committed, and in connection with 
the criminal offence of ‘Smuggling’, 
under Article 214 of the BiH CC, and 
‘Abuse of position or official autho-
rity’, under Article 220 of the BiH CC. 
The mentioned police officers are 

suspected of abusing their official 
position over a long period of time 
as, while performing their duties 
during working hours, they allowed 
other suspects to smuggle excise 
goods and other products across 
the state border from Montenegro 
to BiH. During these activities, equi-
pment donated by the Federal Repu-
blic of Germany and the Government 
of the United Kingdom was used, 
among other things.
Regarding the implementation of 
this Action, the Director of the Border 
Police of BiH, Zoran Galić, said that 
he strongly condemns every form of 
crime, especially if it involves those 
who are supposed to fight against it.
‘The Border Police of BiH invests all 
its capacities in the protection of 
the state border, and individuals 

are trying to disrupt this with their 
unprofessional and unscrupulous 
actions. We are the only agency that 
regularly cleans its own ranks, which 
we shall continue doing, and shall se-
verely sanction those who in any way 
participate in criminal activities’, said 
Director Galić. n

Operational Action Šiša

Operational Action Lovac
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In the most extended Operational Action of the 
BP BiH against drug abuse, about 6 000 cannabis 
plants were discovered
Members of the Central Investigati-
on Office of the Border Police of BiH, 
Department for Covert Operations, 
successfully implemented Operation 
Escobar, in the Velika Kladuša area, 
aimed at dismantling organised cri-
minal groups in connection with the 
illegal sale of narcotic drugs. During 
the operation, about 6 000 cannabis 
plants were discovered in a purpo-
se-built camp for the production and 
cultivation of the narcotic drug ma-
rijuana, which was distributed both 
domestically and in the European Uni-
on market. The support to the Border 
Police of BiH in the implementation 
of this Operational Action was provi-
ded by the SIPA Special Support Unit, 
with which the Border Police of BiH 
continuously cooperates and records 
excellent results in the fight against all 
forms of crime. Due to the specifics of 
the situation and activities during the 
implementation, support to the Border 
Police of BiH was also provided by the 
Ministry of the Interior of the Republic 
of Croatia. The Operational Action was 
implemented under the supervision 
of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH, and a 
total of 110 police officers participated.
Due to the commission of the criminal 
offence of ‘Organized Crime’, under Ar-
ticle 250 of the BiH CC, in connection 
with the criminal offence of ‘Illicit traf-
ficking in narcotic drugs’, under Article 
195 of the BiH CC, and ‘Unauthorised 
production and sale of narcotic drugs’, 
under Article 238 (1) of the FBIH CC, 4 
people - citizens of BiH were apprehen-
ded. n

Operational Action Escobar
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Weapons were discovered in the Orašje area,  
one person was apprehended
Members of the Central Investigati-
on Office of the Border Police of BiH, 
under the supervision of the acting 
prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office 
of BiH, and following the orders of the 
Court of BiH, implemented the Ope-
rational Action codenamed Tranzit, 
during which searches of several lo-
cations, used by the suspects, were 
conducted in the BiH territory.
These activities were carried out on 
the grounds for suspicion of com-
mitting the criminal offence of ‘Illicit 
trade in weapons and military equi-
pment, and dual use products’, un-
der Article 193 of the BiH CC, i.e. on 
the grounds for suspicion that in the 
past period, members of an organi-
sed group were involved in weapons 
detection in the BiH area, the aim of 
which was its further smuggling from 
BiH to France, during which about 10 
automatic and semi-automatic rifles 
and other parts for weapons were dis-
covered and found in the Orašje area.
The Director of the Border Police of 
BiH, Zoran Galić, said that the mem-
bers of the Border Police of BiH persi-
stently and successfully fight against 
all forms of crime: ‘The Border Police 
of BiH continuously implements acti-
vities to prevent cross-border crime. 
Members of the BP BiH Central Inve-
stigation Office, in a series of operati-
onal actions, showed maximum per-
severance and professionalism, and I 
would like to thank them for another 
successfully implemented Operatio-
nal Action. During the activities of the 
OA Transit, cooperation was establis-
hed with the Intelligence and Security 
Agency of BiH, the Republika Srpska 
Ministry of the Interior, the Posavina 
Canton Ministry of the Interior and 
partner agencies from France, whom 
I thank for their cooperation, as well 
as the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH un-
der whose supervision the activities 
were implemented’.
The Central Investigation Office of 
the Border Police of BiH, under the 
supervision of the Prosecutor’s Office 
of BiH, is continuing further activities 
in this case. n

Operational Action Tranzit

‘The Border Police of BiH continuo-
usly implements activities to pre-
vent cross-border crime. Members 
of the BP BiH Central Investigation 
Office, in a series of operational 
actions, showed maximum perse-
verance and professionalism, and I 
would like to thank them for anot-
her successfully implemented Ope-
rational Action. During the activities 
of the OA Tranzit, cooperation was 

also established with the Intelligen-
ce and Security Agency of BiH, the 
Republika Srpska Ministry of the In-
terior, the Posavina Canton Ministry 
of the Interior and partner agencies 
from France, whom I thank for their 
cooperation, as well as the Prose-
cutor’s Office of BiH under whose 
supervision the activities were im-
plemented’.

Director Galić praised the work  
of the BP BiH members
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Smuggled goods worth BAM half a million,  
the suspects were apprehended
Members of the Border Police of BiH, 
carried out the Operational Action co-
denamed Koridor in the area of Bijelji-
na, Brčko, Ugljevik and Doboj, under 
the supervision of the Prosecutor’s 
Office of BiH and following the orders 
of the Court of BiH.
Searches were conducted at 12 locati-
ons, which were used by eight suspe-
cts, with the aim of finding evidence 
and objects important for criminal 
proceedings, on the grounds for sus-
picion that the criminal offence of ‘ 
Organising a group of people or asso-
ciation for smuggling or distribution of 
uncleared goods’, under Article 215 (1) 
of the BiH CC, and the criminal offence 
of ‘Smuggling’, under Article 214 of the 
BiH CC, were committed.
Eight suspects were apprehended on 
charges of participating in the smug-
gling of textile goods and cigarettes 
worth at least BAM 500 000, which had 
not previously passed the customs 
procedure, from Serbia-Montenegro to 

BiH, from August to December 2021. 
They procured textile goods in Turkey, 
China, Serbia and other countries, i.e. 
cigarettes in Montenegro, after which 
they smuggled the procured goods 
across the state border from Serbia to 
BiH and continued to sell them on the 
BiH market in Bijeljina, Doboj and Brč-
ko, and mostly the ‘Arizona’ market. n

Operational Action Koridor

Members of the Border Police Unit 
Gorica, in the Grude municipality 
area, successfully implemented the 
Operational Action Marihuana, which 
is aimed at combating the unautho-
rised production and sale of narcotic 
drugs.
Marijuana plants were discovered by 
an organised action of members of 
the Border Police Unit Gorica. Due to 
suspicion that the criminal offence of 
‘Unauthorised production and sale of 
narcotic drugs’, under Article 238 of 
the FBiH CC, and ‘Illicit possession of 
weapons and explosive substances’, 
under Article 371 of the FBiH CC, 
were committed, the duty prosecutor 
of the West Herzegovina Canton Pro-
secutor’s Office and the pre-trial jud-
ge of the WHC Court were informed 

about this, who ordered a search to 
be conducted. During the search, 
330 marijuana stalks, a large amo-
unt of speed, 7 kg of dry herbaceous 
substance resembling the narcotic 
drug marijuana, 2 automatic rifles, 2 
carbines, 2 pistols, various ammuniti-
on, a large number of mobile phones, 
scales and more were discovered. n

Operational Action Marihuana

Narcotic drugs and ammunition 
discovered in the Grude  
municipality area 
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Government of Germany continues 
with providing full support to  
development of BP BiH 
Donated equipment worth more than BAM 13 million l More than hundred specialist 
trainings were realized

For 22 years, since the establishment 
of Border Police of BiH, the Gover-
nment of Federal Republic of Ger-

many provides constant support to 
work and development of BP BiH. The 
proof of successful cooperation is the 
fact that during previous years FR Ger-
many has donated equipment worth 
more than BAM 13 million, all aimed to 
operational strengthening of this poli-
ce agency, therefore enhancement of 
general and border security, and secu-
rity in border area and at BiH airports. 
This includes equipment for detection 
of forged documents, endoscopes, de-
tectors, ATV vehicles, boats, vehicles, 
but also specialist equipment for An-
ti-bomb squad worth more than BAM 
two million. 

Specialist equipment 

Apart from that, in the context of jo-
int challenges regarding fight against 
cross-border crime, BP BiH and experts 
from German Federal Police realized 
more than hundred specialist trainin-
gs on different field of works including 
helmsmen, mobile units, dog handlers, 
detection of forged documents, air 
security, trainings for officers in Joint 
centre for police cooperation of BiH, 

Montenegro and Republic of Serbia 
in Trebinje, strengthening abilities for 
green border surveillance, control in 
the first and the second line of border 
checks, etc.
In the beginning of April 2022, Director 
of the BiH Border Police, Zoran Galić re-
ceived a working visit from the German 
Federal Police Liaison Officer to BiH, Dr. 
Florian Wedekind, and his associates.
At the meeting, they discussed the cu-
rrent cooperation between the BP BiH 
and the German Federal Police, and the 
continuation of support for the BP BiH. 
The BP BiH Director Zoran Galić poin-
ted out that the German Federal Police 

has proven to be one of the most im-
portant partners in the development 
of this BiH police agency since the 
very beginning of its functioning and 
thanked them for their trust and long-
term successful cooperation. ‘The res-
pected colleagues from Germany have 
provided support to the Border Police 
in many areas, primarily by donating 
equipment of multimillion value, whi-
ch is of great importance to our police 
officers, and organised numerous tra-
inings for members of the BP BiH, for 
which I thank them’, said Director Galić.
Also, in the end of March 2022, the Di-
rector of BP BiH, Zoran Galić, and the 
Liaison Officer of the German Federal 
Police for BiH, Dr Florian Wedekind, si-
gned the Agreement on the donation 
of the Federal Republic of Germany to 
BP BiH.
It is specialist equipment of greater va-

Meeting at the Head Office

Ambassador of FR Germany to BiH, H.E. Margret Uebber supports the work of BP BiH

Donated  
equipment for detection of 

forged documents, endoscopes, 
detectors, boats, vehicles, 
specialized equipment for  
BP BiH Anti-Bomb Squad,  

worth almost BAM  
two million...
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lue intended for border control, as well 
as other activities that will contribute 
to the prevention of all forms of cro-
ss-border crime.   
In the end of May 2021, the Comman-
der of Border Police Unit Zvornik, Mu-
amer Fazlagić, and his associates rece-
ived a working visit from the German 
Federal Police Liaison Officer, Dr Florian 
Wedekind, and his associate Edin Bo-
jić, at the Headquarters of this Unit. On 
this occasion, the meeting participants 
discussed the current situation at the 

state border and measures taken by 
members of BPU Zvornik to prevent 
illegal migration, as well as other acti-
vities of this Unit in the fight against all 
forms of cross-border crime.
After the meeting, representatives of 
BPU Zvornik, together with Dr Wede-
kind and Bojić, visited the blue border 
along the river Drina and introduced 

them to the critical hotspots, i.e. the 
places that are most exposed to mi-
gratory pressure.
In addition, a number of working mee-
tings were held during the previous 
period of time, where representatives 
of German Embassy and BP BiH mana-
gement agreed the new modalities of 
cooperation. n

Representatives of FR Germany, BP BiH and 
Anti-bomb squad of BP BiH

Meeting at the HQ of BPU Zvornik

Touring the blue border

Director Galić and Liaison Officer of the German Federal Police Wedekind

Donated vehicles and part of equipment 
Galić and Wedekind signed the Agreement 
on donation
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The US Government supports  
fighting cross-border crime
Improvement of cooperation and harmonization of joint activities 

For many years Border Police of Bo-
snia and Herzegovina has had su-
ccessful cooperation with the Go-

vernment of United States of America. 
Thanks to their selfless support to work 
and development, capacities of BP BiH 
have been significantly improved in all 
segments of fight against cross border 
crime. It is worth mentioning that in 
previous period of time, through va-
rious programmes, US Government, 
has organized numerous trainings for 
BP BiH police officers and donated spe-
cialist equipment worth almost BAM 
14 million. 

Working meetings 

Many important meetings aimed at 
improvement of cooperation and har-
monization of joint activities, were held 
with representatives of the US Embassy 
to BiH. And so in mid-June 2021, at the 
BP BiH Head Office, Zoran Galić, Dire-
ctor of Border Police of BiH held a mee-
ting with Robert D. Paschall, Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Inter-
national Affairs of the US Government 
and his associates. On this occasion, Di-
rector Galić presented work of the BP 
BiH and part of the activities that mem-
bers of this police agency implement 
in fighting cross border crime and he 
thanked US Government for longstan-
ding cooperation and support. 
“The United States Government has 
been continuously providing support 
to Border Police of BiH, which is extre-

mely important to us, especially during 
past few years when we have constant 
fight against illegal migration, and 
when is more than ever necessary to 
strengthen Border Police, not only hu-
man resources but also material and 
technical. Therefore, I thank the US 
Government for their assistance whe-
never we need it, primarily in specialist 
equipment, as well as through training 
for our police officers, so that we co-
uld protect the state border more ef-
ficiently”, said Director Galić. Showing 
appreciation for longstanding support, 
Director Galić handed a Golden Plaque 
of BP BiH to Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs of the 
US Government, Robert D. Paschall. 
In mid-May 2021, the Director of Bor-

der Police of BiH, Zoran Galić, received 
the inaugural visit from James Sullivan, 
Senior Law Enforcement Adviser of the 
newly established Counter-Terrorism 
Group for Southeast Europe, of the U.S. 
Department of Justice, at the Head Of-
fice of BP BiH. 
Adviser Sullivan presented the plan of 
activities that the Counter-Terrorism 
Group for Southeast Europe intends 
to carry out in the region, and expres-
sed openness for cooperation with BP 
BiH. Director Galić also presented the 
work and activities of members of BP 
BiH, as well as the results of previous 
work, which are extremely good when 
it comes to fight against cross-border 
crime, despite all the problems and 
dangers that members of BP BiH are 
exposed to, especially during the mi-
grant crisis. He also thanked the U.S. 
Government and to Mr. Sullivan for his 
openness to cooperation. 
The meeting was also attended by 
Head of the Professional Standards and 
Internal Control Office, Vladimir Popo-
vić, and the U.S. Government Senior 
Project Expert, Darko Ivić.
At the above meetings, participants 
agreed on further modalities of coope-
ration, and a plan for future activities to 
be carried out with the support of the 
U.S. Government, such as training for 
police officers and new donations for 
police officers of Border Police of BiH. nHanding of Golden Plaque Meeting at the Head Office

Meeting between Galić and Sullivan in the BP BiH Head Office

Donated specialist  
equipment worth almost  

BAM 14 million 
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Cooperation between BP BiH and FRONTEX

Cooperation between Border Police 
of BiH and European Border and 
Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX) is 

realised based on Working Agreement 
on Establishment of Operational Co-
operation between the BiH Ministry of 
Security and FRONTEX. During the last 
year this cooperation was characterised 
by successfully realized joint operation-
al actions, trainings and risk analyses

Joint operations 

During 2021, members of Border 
Police of BiH participated in various 
FRONTEX activities. Among the many 
activities was the one at Sarajevo In-
ternational Airport, where there was 
a Joint Operation (Coordination Points 
Air 2021), with police officers from 
FR Germany, Paolo Didio, expert for 

forged documents, participating as 
observer. FRONTEX Joint Operation 
Coordination Points Land 2021 was 
held at International Border Crossing 
Point Zupci, of the Border Police Unit 
Trebinje. One of many joint operations 
was JAD MOBILE 4, which was focused 
on detection of criminal offences re-
garding smuggling of motor vehicles, 
parts for vehicles and other frauds in 
relation to vehicles and related docu-
ments. Activity Joint Action Day Dan-
ube 6 was held in Warsaw, as well as 
Mobile 4, and the activity Focal Points 
Air 2021 was held at International Air-
port Franjo Tuđman in Zagreb.
During the implementation of Joint 
Action Day MOBILE 4, an International 
Operational Action that Border Police 
of BiH took part in, as well as hundreds 
police officers from 

17 EU countries, significant results 
were achieved. 518 stolen vehicles 
were found, 400 pieces of stolen ve-
hicles’ parts were seized, 140 cases 
of seized forged documents, 4 stolen 
boats were found, 10 000 checks in 
data bases, 1 000 people detected in 
illegal crossings, more than 30 people 
caught in conducting criminal offence 
related to people smuggling, etc. 
By participating in FRONTEX joint oper-
ations, representatives of the BiH Bor-
der Police have been exchanging ex-
periences and best practices of EU, and 
acquiring new knowledges and techni-
cal skills of the latest trends in border 
checks and border surveillance. n

Frontex Joint Operation at IBCP Zupci Deputy Director of BP BiH, Fahrudin Halač and Commander of BPU 
Airport Mostar, Mario Lovrić at the meeting in Warsaw

Cooperation between BP BiH and DCAF

For over a decade DCAF - Geneva 
Centre for Security Sector Gover-
nance, through Border Security 

Programme has been enabling offi-
cers of Border Police of BiH to exchan-
ge experience with other Programme 
participants, and has provided edu-
cation for officers, creation of new 
and upgrade of existing programs, 
as well as approaching European 
Integration through development 
of European standards. Members of 
the BiH Border Police actively partici-
pate at the meetings and workshops 
aimed at accelerated course of BiH 
towards membership in European 

Union and joint cooperation in the 
area of security.
Considering the situation with SARS-
CoV-2 virus, meetings during last ye-

ars were mostly online. One of the 
many meetings between BP BiH and 
DCAF was the meeting regarding 
Standard Operating Procedures in 
case of Pandemic, where six repre-
sentatives participated on behalf of 
Border Police of BiH. Also, DCAF onli-
ne simulation training on process of 
development and testing of SOP in 
Pandemic was held last year, while 
the meeting of Police Cooperation 
Centres (PCCC) representatives was 
held in Slovenia. The focus of the 
meeting was field activities, and two 
representatives of the BiH Border Po-
lice participated in it. n
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IOM is focused on operational 
strengthening of BP BiH capacities

Border Police of Bosnia and Herze-
govina and International Organiza-
tion for Migration have cooperated 

since the establishment of the BiH po-
lice agency. As IOM programmes are 
mostly intended for support of rele-
vant BiH authorities which deals with 
border management, prevention of 
illegal migration and human traffic-
king; as well as strengthening of the 
BiH institutions capacities for regional 
cooperation, so the entire support by 
IOM is aimed at operational strengthe-
ning of BP BiH. 

Huge support

In the beginning of December 2021, 
at the Head Office of BP BiH, Director 
Zoran Galić, received a visit from the 
European Union Delegation to BiH and 
the IOM, during which the valuable 
donation was handed over to BP BiH. 
The European Union has donated to 
BP BiH specialized trailers for vehicles 
with mobile houses for multi-day stay 
of service dogs, binoculars, thermo-vi-

sion cameras, handheld night vision 
devices, one off-road vehicle and a 
shallow draft service vessel, all worth 
over EUR 430 000. The donation is part 
of the European Union’s continued su-
pport to BP BiH for conducting daily 
operations. The equipment was han-
ded over by Head of Operations Secti-
on for Justice, Home Affairs and Public 

Administration Reform of the EU De-
legation to Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Nicolas Bizel, in the presence of the BP 
BiH Director, Zoran Galić, and the IOM 
Deputy Chief of Mission in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Blanche Picarello.
In the end of October 2021, at the BP 
BiH Head Office, representatives of BP 
BiH met with representatives of IOM 

Donated equipment

Meeting at the Head Office Commander of the BP BiH Unit Zvornik, 
Muamer Fazlagić with representatives of IOM

Visit to Joint Police Cooperation Centre in 
Trebinje

Service vessel and specialized trailers for service dogs
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led by Laura Lungarotti, Chief of Mi-
ssion and Regional Coordinator for 
the Western Balkans.  At the meeting 
they discussed so far implementation 
of technical support to BP BiH as well 
as implementation of current activi-
ties within IPA 2020 Project “Special 
measures for support to emergency 
response to the migrant and refugee 
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina” 
funded by the European Union. This 

Project includes provision of specialist 
equipment for BP BiH, worth about six 
million of convertible marks, intended 
for border surveillance and preventing 
and combating smuggling of people 
and goods. Director of BP BiH, Zoran 
Galić and Laura Lungarotti have also 
met in the beginning of May 2021, 
when they talked about the situation 
regarding migratory crisis. 

In the beginning of November 2021, 
representatives of IOM, led by Juna-
id Khan, visited Border Police Units 
Zvornik and Trebinje, and the Joint 
Centre for Police Cooperation among 
BiH, Montenegro and Serbia. The aim 
of this visit was exchange of experien-
ces and introducing representatives 
of IOM with migratory flows along 
the BIH border, where the highest mi-
gratory pressure is. During the visit to 
above mentioned units, representati-
ves of IOM visited key points of illegal 
crossings. 
In the end of July 2021, there was a 
handover of donated vehicles from the 
European Union in front of the Head 
Office of BP BiH. The donation was 
handed over to BP BIH by the Europe-
an Union Ambassador to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Johann Sattler. Ambassa-
dor Sattler handed over to the Director 
of Border Police of BiH, Zoran Galić the 
keys of 35 vans and 12 SUVs worth 
more than BAM three million. Director 
Galić pointed out that this donation to 
BP BiH is very important, considering 
that the existing vehicles are worn out 
and the new vehicles will significantly 
improve the work of police officers, 
and enable them faster actions and 
more mobile work in the field. ‘I thank 
the European Union, Ambassador 
Sattler and the Chief of IOM mission, 
Laura Lungarotti, who recognized the 
importance of investing in BP BiH. The 
new motor vehicles will enhance the 
capacity of BP officers facing a number 
of challenges, particularly the challen-
ges of the migrant crisis’, said Director 
Galić on this occasion. n

The new vehicles  
will significantly improve the 

work of police officers, and 
enable them faster actions  

and more mobile  
work in the field

Members of BP BiH participated in 
practical and theoretical presentati-
ons for the use of donated specialist 
equipment from the European Uni-
on, which held in Mostar in mid-No-
vember 2021. The aim of these pre-
sentations was to improve the work 
of members of this agency, who 
have been facing numerous challen-

ges since the beginning of the mi-
grant crisis, so they were donated 
specialist equipment of exceptio-
nal importance. The presentations 
were held through the project “EU 
Support to Migration and Border 
Management in BiH”, implemented 
by the IOM with partners. 

Presentation of specialist equipment 
donated by the European Union

Sattler and Galić: handover of the keys

Donated vehicles
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Cooperation with UNODC

Border Police of BiH continuously co-
operates with United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) for 

years, especially regarding trainings for 
members of Border Police of BiH, which 
are regularly organized by UNODC, in 
order to provide information exchange 
and achievement of regional and inter-
national cooperation.
Last year, an “Air Cargo” Training was 
held as part of Container Control Pro-
gramme. It was realized for members 
of Border Police of BiH by Internatio-
nal Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 
During these trainings, joint team for 
control of container goods consisted 
of members of BP BiH and the BiH ITA 
exchange experiences and information 
regarding protection of the state bor-
der, focusing on air traffic safety. Con-
tact Point for implementation of the 
project in BP BiH is Branko Mijatović. 
For members of Border Police of Bo-
snia and Herzegovina and the Indirect 
Taxation Authority of BiH, UNODC-W-
CO Container Control Program organi-
zed a workshop in Konjic, on update/
development of the Standard Opera-

ting Procedure (SOP) for International 
Border Crossing Points Bijača, Gradiška 
and International Airport Sarajevo. The 
workshop was held with the aim of im-
plementation of SOP, a written docu-
ment or set of instructions, which will 
contribute to increasing productivity, 
optimizing the quality control proce-

ss, improving professional knowledge 
and skills and establishing continuous 
improvement based on experience or 
technological progress. 
In the continuation of joint activities, 
a mentor/study visit of Joint Teams for 
Container Control at Border Crossing 
Points Bijača and Gradiška was orga-
nized at international Border Crossing 
Point Bijača.
During the activities, based on risk 
analysis and gathered information, 
upon detailed inspection of the vehicle 
Mercedes-Actros with BiH license plates, 
members of Joint Teams for Container 
Control Bijača and Gradiška found lar-
ge amount of undeclared goods inc-
luding golf cart, IT equipment, survei-
llance cameras, vehicle spare parts and 
other technical goods. n

Container Control Team at Sarajevo Airport

Training organized by UNODC
Some of goods detected upon inspection of 
the vehicle
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The Director of BP BiH Zoran Galić received  
a visit from Slovenian Ambassador 
The Director of Border Police of 
BiH, Zoran Galić, received a vi-
sit from the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Slovenia, Damijan 
Sedar, and his associate, Police 
Attaché, Matjaž Šinkovec.
At the meeting, they discussed 
the improvement of coopera-
tion, as well as the functioning 
of Border Police of BiH and the 
working results in the fight 
against cross-border crime. The 
current situation regarding ille-

gal migration was also discus-
sed. Director Galić thanked the 
Slovenian Ambassador for his 
support and pointed out that 
this police agency is making 
significant efforts to ensure the 
conditions for more effective 
border control and that, despi-
te the problems faced by police 
officers in their daily work, it has 
been recording better results in 
the fight against forms of cro-
ss-border crime. n

The Director of Border Police of BiH, Zoran Galić, 
held a meeting at the Head Office of BP BiH with 
the Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia to BiH, 
Ivan Sabolić.
At the meeting, they discussed the current situati-
on in Border Police, as well as the long-term fight 
against illegal migration. Director Galić thanked 
the Embassy of the Republic of Croatia for the assi-
stance they provide, in accordance with the possi-
bilities, to Border Police of BiH and commented on 
joint actions at the very beginning of the COVID-19 
virus pandemic, when measures at border crossing 
points changed almost daily. The Embassy of the 
Republic of Croatia has been providing support 
to Border Police for years, especially in the form of 
material and technical support. n

The Director of BP BiH Zoran Galić held a meeting 
with Croatian Ambassador Ivan Sabolić

A video conference of the heads of the border 
authorities of the EU Member  
States and the Western Balkans 
A video conference of the heads 
of the border authorities of the EU 
Member States and the Western Bal-
kans was held at the initiative of the 
President of the German Federal Po-
lice, Dr Dieter Romann, and on behalf 
of Border Police of BiH, the Director 
of Border Police of BiH, Zoran Galić, 
the Assistant Director for Organizati-
on and Operations, Dragan Kulić, and 
the Head of the Operations Admini-
stration, Veljko Lazić, were present.
The videoconference was held with 

the aim of exchanging information 
on the challenges of illegal migration 
and organized cross-border crime at 
the highest professional level. The vi-
deoconference exchanged data and 
information on taking measures re-
lated to illegal migration and more 
effective protection of state borders. 
Director Galić pointed out that Bor-
der Police of BiH is continuously ta-
king measures and activities in the 
fight against illegal migration and 
that Border Police of BiH is maximally 

open for cooperation and taking all 
measures within its competence. 
Active cooperation and coordination 
with the police agencies of neighbo-
uring countries is crucial in resolving 
the migrant crisis. n
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Project Management of Italian Ministry of  
Interior visited Border Police of BiH
The fifth of the CSC WB IPA 2019 
Beneficiary to be visited by the 
IMOI Project Leader, Italian na-
tional police Brigadier General 
Carlo Verdiglione was Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. On this occasion a 
meeting with representatives of 
the Italian Ministry of Interior 
Project Management was held at 
the Head Office of the BiH Border 
Police.
On behalf of the BiH Border Po-
lice, Deputy Director Fahrudin 

Halač has shown support to the 
Project in which Border Police of 
BiH participated through several 
operational actions. The Italian 
MoI Project Leader presented the 
details of the project’s objectives 
and respective components, as 
well as the plan of future actions 
and thanked Border Police of BiH 
for the continuous support to the 
project, stressing the proactive 
participation of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina in the project. n

Meeting of the BP BiH Director Zoran Galić  
and representatives of organization  
Hilfswerk International
Director of the BiH Border Police, 
Zoran Galić held a meeting in the 
Head Office with representatives 
of organization Hilfswerk Inter-
national, led by Suzana Jašarević, 
Regional Director for Balkans. 
The meeting was held focusing 
on preparation and planning of 
the activities regarding project 
“Reducing irregular migration to 
the EU by strengthening the ca-
pacity of migration-related stru-
ctures in the Western Balkans”, 
co-financed by the Asylum, Mi-
grations, and Integration Fund 
(AMIF) and the Federal Ministry of 

Interior of the Republic of Austria. 
Director Galić pointed out impor-
tance of the Project for members 
of Border Police of BiH, conside-
ring many trainings of the BP BiH 
police officers which are going to 
be implemented within. 
Assistant Director for Organizati-
on and Operations - Dragan Kulić, 
Head of Department for Border 
Surveillance - Lejla Bejtić, Senior 
Advisor for the Project Hilfswerk 
International - Emina Pašić and 
Coordinator for the BiH Hilfswerk 
International - Elmedin Bicaj, took 
part in the meeting too. n

The Director of BP BiH Zoran Galić held a 
meeting with the Interpol Liaison Officer at 
the Italian Embassy to BiH, Enrico Sforza
The Director of Border Police of BiH Zoran Galić, together 
with the Head of the Professional Standards and Internal 
Control Office, Vladimir Popović, met with Enrico Sforza, 
the Interpol Liaison Officer at the Italian Embassy to BiH, 
and Italian Police Attaché Rugger Rugge.
Director Galić presented the working results of Border 
Police of BiH, as well as the current activities carried out 
by members of Border Police of BiH, emphasizing the pro-
blem of illegal migration. Director Galić also emphasized 
the importance of improving cooperation, and especially 
thanked the Italian Embassy for its support so far. n
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The Director of BP BiH Zoran Galić held a 
meeting with UNDP Programme Coordinator 
Director of Border Police of BiH 
Zoran Galić held a meeting in 
the Head Office with UNDP 
Programme Coordinator Edin 
Serezlić. The meeting was also 
attended by the BP BiH Deputy 
Director Fahrudin Halač, Head 
of Director’s Cabinet Sanja Pr-
žulj and Head of Professional 
Standards and Internal Control 
Office Vladimir Popović.
At the meeting they discussed 
so far cooperation and further 
activities within joint projects 

aimed at strengthening of ope-
rational cooperation among 
competent police agencies 
and institutions in fighting 
illegal trafficking in small arms 
and light weapons. It was also 
talked about organization of 
joint exercises in border area 
which would, along with BP 
police officers, involve officers 
of Indirect Taxation Authority, 
State Investigation and Prote-
ction Agency (SIPA) and local 
police agencies. n

Police Attaché of the Austrian 
Embassy visited BP BiH 
On 7 December 2021, the Dire-
ctor of Border Police of BiH, Zoran 
Galić, and the Assistant Director 
for Organization and Operations, 
Dragan Kulić with associates re-
ceived a visit from the Police 
Attaché of the Austrian Embassy 
to BiH, Karlheinz Gortano.
The security situation in BiH and 
the region and current security 
issues, from illegal migration to 
other forms of crime, were dis-
cussed at the meeting, with an 

emphasis on joint fight against 
cross-border crime and ope-
rational cooperation in urgent 
matters.  
Director Galić thanked the Police 
Attaché for the successful coope-
ration and support provided to 
Border Police of BiH, and stressed 
that it was extremely important 
to continue cooperation with the 
aim of more effective fight aga-
inst all forms of cross-border and 
organized crime. n

International Liaison Officer of the  
National Crime Agency of the United Kingdom 
visited Border Police of BiH
The Director of Border Police of BiH, 
Zoran Galić with his associates re-
ceived a visit from the International 
Liaison Officer of the National Crime 
Agency (NCA) of the United King-
dom, Jim Unsworth.
At the meeting, they discussed the 
current security situation in BiH and 
the activities of Border Police of BiH 
in the fight against illegal migration, 
trafficking in human beings and we-
apons, as well as against other forms 
of cross-border crime. Director Galić 
thanked the British Embassy for its 

long-term support, especially in the 
form of training and material and 
technical resources, and stressed 

the importance of continuing and 
improving cooperation. n
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Representatives of the Ministry of Foreign  
Affairs of the Kingdom of Denmark visited  
Border Police of BiH
Director of Border Police of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Zoran Galić, and his asso-
ciates received a visit from representa-
tives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Kingdom of Denmark, led by 
Mr. Anders Schlütter-Hvelplund, and 
representatives of the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM).
During the meeting at the Head Office, 
Director Galić welcomed the delegati-
on of the Kingdom of Denmark to BiH 

and thanked them for the assistance 
they provide to BiH through their di-
plomatic mission. At the meeting they 
discussed the security situation, the 
current situation regarding illegal mi-
gration and measures taken to combat 
illegal migration. Emphasis was placed 
on the implementation of sub-regio-
nal projects to which the Kingdom of 
Denmark has provided implementa-
tion funds, with the aim of capacity 

building for integrated border mana-
gement, joint action in the Western 
Balkans against migrant smuggling 
and trafficking and more. n

Meeting with representatives of Embassies of 
Austria and France
Director of Border Police of BiH, Zoran 
Galić and his associates received a visit 
from the Liaison Officer of the Austrian 
Embassy to BiH, Attaché Karlheinz 
Gortano, and Lieutenant Colonel of 
the National Gendarmerie, Attaché for 
Internal Security, Phillippe Gangloff.
At the meeting, they discussed the se-
curity situation in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina and the region, as well as current 
security issues, from illegal migration 
to other forms of crime, with an emp-
hasis on joint fight against cross-bor-

der crime and operational cooperation 
in urgent cases. Director Galić thanked 
the representatives of the Austrian and 
French Embassies to BiH for their su-
pport and pointed out that this police 
agency is making significant efforts to 
ensure more efficient border control 
and that, despite the problems faced 
by police officers in daily work, it is 
recording better work results in com-
bating all forms of cross-border crime.
It was concluded that the success-
ful cooperation between BP BiH and 

Embassies of Austria and France to 
BiH will be further improved in all se-
gments of work, and further modali-
ties of cooperation were agreed. n

Director of BP BiH Zoran Galić received a visit 
from Italian Ambassador 
Director of Border Police of BiH, Zo-
ran Galić, received a visit from the 
Ambassador of Italy, Marca Di Ruzza 
and his associates, at the Head Offi-
ce. Since this was the first visit of the 

new Ambassador of Italy to Border 
Police of BiH, Director Galić presen-
ted functioning, competences and 
working results of BP BiH, and, at 
the same time, inform him about 

present activities. Director Galić said 
that Italian Embassy has been provi-
ding support to Border Police of BiH 
for many years. He pointed out that 
this police agency makes significant 
efforts aimed at ensuring conditions 
for efficient enforcement of border 
control and working results show 
that Border Police of BiH is success-
ful in fighting all forms cross-border 
crimes, despite all problems facing 
with, starting from the lack of per-
sonnel and material-technical capa-
cities up to the very laws and bylaws 
for which is why the initiative from 
BP BiH for their necessary changes 
and amendments was already made 
several times. n
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Meeting between members of BP BiH Unit Hum and Border Police 
Station Pljevlja of the MoI of Montenegro

Joint patrols of members of BP BiH Unit Hum and Border Police Station 
Pljevlja of the MoI of Montenegro

Information exchange and  
operational cooperation at all levels 
Representatives of Border Police units held 221 meetings at local and regional level 

Border Police of BiH continues with 
development of cooperation with 
Ministries of Interior of neighbou-

ring countries, thus in 2021, this police 
agency ceded to Ministries of Interi-
or of Republic of Croatia, Republic of 
Serbia and Montenegro 215 cases, 
including 130 criminal offences, 71 vi-
olations, seven information and seven 
other subjects. 

Exchange of information 

Cooperation with colleagues and infor-
mation exchange are carried out at lo-
cal, regional and central level meetings. 
Thus in 2021, representatives of Border 
Police Units held 221 meetings at the 
local and regional level, with colle-

agues from the three neighbouring 
countries. At those meetings they dis-
cussed the following themes: informa-
tion exchange, joint training and joint 
planning, implementation of actions, 
mixed patrols, investigation groups, 
and everyday contacts at border cro-
ssing points. After being suspended for 
some time due to increased risk of CO-
VID-19 spreading, mixed patrols have 

been active again along the common 
state border with neighbouring co-
untries, and 1 844 mixed patrols were 
realized in 2021. These joint patrols are 
very important as they are not only ef-
ficient in preventing various forms of 
cross-border crimes, but in them colle-
agues mutually exchange information, 
knowledges and other skills significant 
for border security. n

Mixed patrol of members of BP BiH Unit 
Trebinje and Police Station Grude of the 
Ministry of Interior of R. Croatia

Specialist equipment has been used in mixed 
patrols

1 844 mixed patrols  
was realized with  

colleagues from three  
neighbouring countries

In the end of September 2021, Dire-
ctor of BP BiH Zoran Galić and his asso-
ciates attended ceremony of opening 
Border Crossing Point and the bridge 
Svilaj which is going to be functional 
for international traffic of passengers. 
On this occasion Director Galić poin-
ted out that building of this border 

crossing point is very important es-
pecially for faster traffic of people and 
goods, thus also affecting economic 
activities, and that this police agen-
cy would, as before, perform border 
control tasks in accordance with law, 
but in much better conditions than in 
many other border crossing points. n

Border Crossing Point and the bridge Svilaj are opened 

BCP Svilaj: Director Galić with his associates
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Law enforcement agencies  
contribute to public security
The BiH Border Police ceded 1 687 cases to competent authorities

The BiH Border Police has good co-
operation with all police and other 
BiH law enforcement institutions. 

In order to develop partnerships, mee-
tings are regularly held, at which re-
presentatives of BiH law enforcement 
agencies are considering ways to im-
prove cooperation to prevent all forms 
of crime, especially cross-border crime. 
During 2021, due to not being com-
petent for them, members of BP BiH 
ceded 1 687 cases to the Indirect Taxa-
tion Authority of BiH, and inspection 
and police authorities, of which 42 cri-
minal offences, 1 053 minor offences, 
569 information and 23 other cases.

Numerous challenges 

It is already known that in the last five 
years, BiH has been exposed to incre-
ased migratory pressure, especially in 
the east and northeast of the country. 
In response to this situation, the BP BiH 
is making significant efforts. However, 
due to the lack of human and logisti-
cal resources, other ways had to be 
found to combat and control illegal 
migration. Since 2018 until today, the 
Directorate for Coordination of Police 
Bodies of BiH, the State Investigation 
and Protection Agency of BiH and the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Repu-
blika Srpska provide us with assistance 
in surveillance of the state border. In 
addition to the above, good cooperati-
on is being achieved with the cantonal 
ministries of interior. In addition to the 
fight against illegal migration, another 
challenge posed to this police agency 
is the emergence of coronaviruses aro-
und the world, even in BiH. In coopera-
tion with the competent bodies, the BP 
BiH implements the agreed measures 
regarding control of coronavirus.
In the end of March 2022, The Chair of 
the Joint Committee on Defence and 
Security of BiH, Asim Sarajlić, First De-
puty Chair Borjana Krišto and members 
of the Joint Committee, Marina Pendeš 
and Bariša Čolak, visited Field Office So-
uth (the BP BiH Unit in Trebinje) and Jo-
int Police Cooperation Centre between 
BiH, Montenegro and the Republic of 

Serbia, where their visit was received 
by Director Zoran Galić, Deputy Dire-
ctor Fahrudin Halač, Assistant Director 
for Organisation and Operations, Dra-
gan Kulić, and Head of the Field Office 
South Čapljina, Robert Perić. 
The border security situation and cu-
rrent problems in the work of the BP 
BiH were discussed at the meeting 

with the Border Police BiH manage-
ment, led by Director Zoran Galić, and 
attended by the BiH Parliamentary Mi-
litary Commissioner, Boško Šiljegović. 
They also talked about the migrant 

Members of the Joint Committee on Defence and Security of BiH visiting Joint Police Cooperation 
Centre between BiH, Montenegro and the Republic of Serbia and Field Office South

Letter of Appreciation handed to Border Police 
of BiH

Representatives  
of BiH law enforcement  

agencies are considering ways  
to improve cooperation  

to prevent all forms  
of crime 
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crisis and the activities of the BP BiH 
Units in securing the borders of our 
country.
On this occasion, Director Galić poin-
ted out the problem of staff shortages, 
but also the fact that all human, and 
material and technical resources are 
available in order to protect the state 
border as effectively as possible. He 
added that the efficient work of poli-
ce officers at frequent border crossing 
points is burdened by inadequate in-
frastructure at some border crossing 
points, and that only a few border 
crossing points meet the EU standards, 
but despite all the shortcomings and 
challenges, the BP BiH members achie-
ve very good working results. 
In the end of February 2022, the BP BiH 
Director Zoran Galić and the Assistant 
Director for Organisation and Opera-
tions, Dragan Kulić, received a visit at 
the Head Office from the Director of 
the Agency for Education and Profe-
ssional Training, Marko Vujević, and 
Head of the Support Department, 
Dunja Galić. At the meeting, they dis-
cussed the current cooperation and its 
improvement, with the aim of profes-
sional development of staff and basic 
police training. Director Galić pointed 

out that the quality education system 
of the Agency for Education and Pro-
fessional Training is extremely impor-
tant, primarily because members of BP 
BiH have the opportunity to improve 
in every aspect of specialist trainings.
In mid-October 2021, in relation to so 
far cooperation and joint activities, 
Director of the Court Police of FBiH, 
Dženad Grošo handed the Letter of 
Appreciation to Border Police of BiH, 
which was, on behalf of BP BiH rece-
ived by its Director, Zoran Galić. Du-
ring the meeting directors discussed 
challenges that these two institutions 
are facing with in their work, as well 
as mutual support and modalities of 
further cooperation. 
In the beginning of May 2021, Dire-
ctor of BP BiH, Zoran Galić attended a 
meeting in the Municipality of Posušje, 
held by the Mayor of Posušje Ante Be-
gić, on the occasion of the constructi-
on of the new Border Crossing Point 
Osoje. The meeting was also attended 

by the Director of the Indirect Taxation 
Authority Miro Džakula, the Minister of 
Economy of West Herzegovina Canton, 
Dario Sesar, and the President of the 
Association of Businessmen of the Mu-
nicipality of Posušje, Damir Vican. The 
participants discussed the priorities 
in the construction and reconstructi-
on of border crossing points, but also 
the budgetary constraints due to whi-
ch this problem cannot be solved in 
a short time, emphasizing the current 
situation at International Border Cro-
ssing Point Osoje and activities on its 
construction. 
Director Galić pointed out that border 
crossing points are extremely impor-
tant from the aspect of security, but 
also as the first picture of the country 
when entering BiH, and expressed gra-
titude to those present who recogni-
zed the importance of investing in the 
construction of Border Crossing Point 
Osoje. 

Drug seizure

In mid-May 2021, members of BP BiH 
in cooperation with ITA BiH, discove-
red a large amount of narcotic drug in 
a freight motor vehicle at the entrance 
to BiH at International Border Crossing 
Point Deleuša.
During a detailed search, 35 packages 
containing 37 kilograms of the nar-
cotic drug marijuana and one smaller 
package with an imprinted image in 
the material, of narcotic drug hashish, 
were found. The value of seized psyc-
hoactive substances on the street mar-

Meeting at the Head Office

Meeting at the BP BiH Unit Gorica 

Meeting in the Municipality of Posušje

Professional  
development of staff  
and police trainings
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ket of BiH is around BAM 225 000. The 
motor freight vehicle was driven by a 
BiH citizen. On the grounds for suspi-
cion that criminal offence of ‘Illegal 
Traffic in Drugs’, refereed in Article 195 
of the Criminal Code of BiH, the duty 
prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office of 
BiH as well as the pre-trial judge of the 
Court of BiH were notified. The person 
was apprehended and handed over to 
the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH. 

With regard to this event, the Director 
of BP BiH, Zoran Galić, praised the work 
of members of BPU Trebinje who, des-
pite the difficult working conditions 
lately, have achieved significant results 
in preventing all forms of crime. ‘This is 
one more in a series of successful acti-
ons of members of BPU Trebinje in the 
fight against cross-border crime, and 
I use the opportunity to thank them 
for their maximum engagement in 

protecting the state border, as well as 
the Indirect Taxation Authority and the 
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH, with which 
we successfully cooperate’, said Galić.
In mid-February 2022, a meeting 
between the Commander of Border 
Police Gorica, Ivica Sabljo and his asso-
ciates, and the Mayor of Posušje mu-
nicipality, Ante Begić, was held at the 
meeting office of Border Police Unit 
Gorica in Posušje. At the meeting, they 
discussed the current cooperation and 
the improvement of future coopera-
tion. Mayor Begić added that all pre-
vious operational actions of this Unit 
indicate maximum engagement in the 
fight against crime, and expressed con-
fidence that this will be the case in the 
future. They also discussed projects that 
will soon be implemented in the muni-
cipality of Posušje. Among them is the 
beginning of the construction of a new 
border crossing point in Osoje, which 
should significantly improve the flow 
of passengers and goods, i.e. minimize 
traffic jams, particularly pronounced in 
the summer months, and whose con-
sequences are felt by passengers and 
the local economy. After the meeting, 
Mayor Begić thanked the members of 
BP BiH for their selfless engagement in 
the protection of the state border, whi-
ch also contributed to a better security 
picture of the municipality of Posušje. n

In the beginning of July 2021, Dire-
ctor of BP BiH, Zoran Galić received a 
working visit from the Mayor of Tuzla, 
Jasmin Imamović, at the Head Office 
of BP BiH. The reason for this mee-
ting is the presentation of vehicles 
and equipment purchased by BP BiH 
in order to protect the state border, 
after the City of Tuzla had donated 
BAM 120 000 to BP BiH in September 
2020. Director Galić thanked the City 

of Tuzla and Mayor Imamović for the-
ir selfless support, saying that these 
funds were used for strengthening 
the capacities of BP BiH. Galić and 
Imamović discussed the situation at 
the state border and the measures 
taken in the fight against all forms of 
cross-border crime, and as a sign of 
gratitude for the financial support, 
Director Galić handed Appreciation 
letter to Mayor Imamović.

Members of BP BiH, in cooperation with ITA 
BiH, seized 37 kg of narcotic drug marijuana

Members of BP BiH in surveillance of the border in Zvornik

Tuzla City supports BP BiH in  
capacity strengthening 
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Ten years of existence – police  
officers handed Letters of  
Appreciation to the executives
Today, the Association Female Police Officers’ Network has about 450 members from  
16 police bodies  

At the beginning of March 2022, the 
Association Female Police Officers’ 
Network solemnly marked ten ye-

ars of existence. The ceremony was 
attended by members of the associa-
tion and leaders from 15 police bodies.
On the occasion of this important date, 
as a sign of gratitude and support in 
the work, the executives of BiH poli-
ce agencies were handed Letters of 
Appreciation. On behalf of the mana-
gement of the Border Police of BiH, 
Almir Bašić, Head of the Field Office 
for Airports of the Border Police of BiH, 
received a Letter of Appreciation for 
supporting the Association of Female 
Police Officers’ Networks in Promoting 
Gender Equality in the Police. 

Gender equality

The Association Female Police Officers’ 
Network was officially registered in 
2012, although the initiative was la-
unched in 2008, as one of the projects 
of the Association of Police Chiefs of 
Southeast Europe with the support of 
UNDP - SEESAC.
In her introductory address, the Presi-
dent of the Association, Kristina Jozić, 
pointed out that Bosnia and Herzego-
vina is the first country in the region 
to successfully implement this initiative 
and establish a functional Association, 
which has fully come to life. She emp-

hasized that it was a great challenge, 
especially having in mind the complex 
police structure in our country.
Today, the Association Female Police 
Officers’ Network has about 450 mem-
bers from 16 police bodies, and in BiH 
it has grown into a serious organisation 
that, through its activities, helps poli-
ce bodies in implementing the Law on 
Gender Equality in BiH and the Law on 
Prohibition of Discrimination in BiH. In 
recent years, the Association has imple-
mented a large number of projects that 
were primarily focused on women’s 
empowerment and gender equality in 
the police, but also other areas, such 
as domestic violence, protection of 
LGBT rights, combating gender-based 
violence within the police and others. 
The activities were largely supported 
by the OSCE Mission to BiH, the US Em-
bassy, the UNDP, the European Union, 
the Agency for Gender Equality of BiH 
through FIGAP programs, and others. 
At the annual level, the Association 
implements workshops, trainings and 

other events in which about 300 em-
ployees take part on average, therefore 
is proud that thousands of employees 
have attended events organised by the 
Association in recent years. Also, trai-
nings for trainers were implemented 
and various manuals and guidelines for 
police actions were compiled, all with 
the aim of strengthening the instituti-
onal capacities of police bodies.
Thanks to its efforts, the Association is 
recognized beyond the borders of our 
country and is a member of the Eu-
ropean Network of Female Police Offi-
cers, and often appears as an example 
of good practice of networking women 
in the police and provides expert su-
pport in this field to far more develo-
ped countries. Besides, all activities of 
the Association are aimed at improving 
the police work, in order to be an ef-
ficient service to all citizens, men and 
women, boys and girls.
In the coming period, the Associati-
on will continue to work intensively 
in carrying out its mission and strive 
to continue to be a partner to police 
bodies in capacity building and stren-
gthening overall efficiency. It was also 
pointed out that the Association would 
not be able to operate successfully wi-
thout the continuous support of the 
police executives, for which they were 
especially appreciated, as mentioned 
at the beginning of this story. n

The BP BiH female members with their colleagues from BP BiH

Chief Bašić received the Letter of 
Appreciation on behalf of the BP BiH 

Socialising
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Blood donation – a drop that means life
Society and individuals understand the importance and necessity of blood donation

At the end of September 2021, an 
action of voluntary blood donation 
was organised by the Border Police 

of BiH and the Institute for Transfusion 
Medicine of the FBiH in the Head Of-
fice in Sarajevo. The organisers of the 
action were extremely satisfied with 
the response of police officers and civil 
servants and employees from the Head 
Office and the Border Police Unit Air-
port Sarajevo.
The specialist doctor transfusiologist 
Alma Ljuca, from the Institute for Tran-
sfusion Medicine of the FBiH, thanked 
everyone who participated in the or-
ganisation of the action, and especially 
those who donated blood.
‘The action of donating blood in the 
Border Police of BiH has become tra-
ditional. For the last year, the regions 
have been in an almost constant appe-
al for blood donation, because the co-
ronavirus pandemic, both worldwide 
and in our country, disrupted normal 
life and prevented many actions. The 
response in the Border Police of BiH is 
always satisfactory, thanks to the em-
pathy and solidarity that was expre-
ssed among employees during the 
pandemic, but also before. Society and 
individuals understand the importance 
and necessity of blood donation and, 
with their socially responsible beha-
viour, encourage activities to promote 
and organise actions in such circum-
stances’, said Dr. Ljuca. Since 2011, the 
BP BiH and the Institute for Transfusion 
Medicine of the FBiH have been orga-
nising joint actions of voluntary blood 
donation.

After this action, at the beginning of 
December 2021, members of the BiH 
BPU Gorica participated in the orga-
nisation of voluntary blood donation, 
in cooperation with the Red Cross of 
the Municipality of Posušje, the Poli-
ce Administration of Posušje and the 
UCH Mostar Transfusion Centre. A large 
number of members of the BP BiH, as 
well as the Director Zoran Galić, respo-
nded to the blood donation action, un-
der the slogan ‘Save life, donate blood’.
‘Every dose of blood is extremely im-
portant and can save lives, so the BP 
BiH is always happy to respond to the 
action of voluntary blood donation’, 
said Director Galić.

Except at the Head Office of the BP 
BiH and in the BiH BPU Gorica, in the 
previous period, similar actions were 
organised in the Border Police Units: 
Neum, Gradiška, Orašje, Velika Kladu-
ša, Bijeljina and Višegrad. Among the 
members of the BP BiH, there are also 
those who responded in other actions 
and in that way, by donating blood, 
saved lives.
In addition, members of the BP BiH 
show readiness and courage by parti-
cipating in rescue operations and se-
arching for missing persons, for which 
in the previous period, some of them 
received awards for courage and hu-
manity from representatives of institu-
tions and countries whose citizens were 
rescued. Those rescues were in various, 
often unsafe, life-threatening conditi-
ons. But that did not stop them from 
reaching out and saving human lives. n

Blood donation in Gradiška

Voluntary action ‘Save life, donate blood’

Blood donation action at the Head Office of 
the BP BiH

Members of the BiH BPU Neum in blood 
donation action

Members of the BiH BPU Gradiška in the action of rescuing the injured
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Members of the BP BiH in the action 
of holiday giving 
Elicited smiles and joy of the children once again show a big heart and humanity in action 

Members of the Border Police of 
BiH, in addition to a series of ope-
rational actions that they conti-

nuously implement with the aim of 
combating cross-border crime, do not 
neglect humanitarian actions. Namely, 
during December 2021, on the occa-
sion of the upcoming holiday season, 
members of the Border Police of BiH 
prepared and distributed presents to 
children with special needs and cancer 
patients.
Thus, 250 packages were distributed 
to the Association ‘Iskra’ from Banja 
Luka, the Humanitarian Association 
‘Fra Mladen Hrkać’ from Široki Brijeg, 

the Association ‘Srce za djecu’ from Sa-
rajevo, the Association for Rehabilita-
tion and Employment of Persons with 
Disabilities ‘Kutak sreće’ in Široki Brijeg 
and the General Hospital Paediatrics 
Department in Sarajevo. In addition 
to presents for children, our members 
distributed groceries, hygiene produ-
cts, etc. necessary for the work of the 
Parents’ House, which is located within 
the Paediatric Clinic ‘Jezero’ in Sarajevo.
With this noble action, the members of 
the Border Police of BiH elicited smiles 
and joy to the children and thus once 
again showed a big heart and huma-
nity in action.

After Banja Luka, Široki Brijeg and Sa-
rajevo, members of the Border Police 
of BiH also hung out with children in 
Orašje on the occasion of the holiday 
season. Members of the Border Police 
of BiH Unit Orašje raised funds from 
their own budget and prepared New 
Year presents for children from the 
Association of Children with Develop-
mental Disabilities in Orašje.
The third action of collecting presents 
for children on the occasion of the 
New Year holidays was organised for 
children without parental care in the 
‘Mother’s Village’ Orphanage in Me-
đugorje.
We would like to thank all the spon-
sors who, with their donations, greatly 
helped in the implementation of these 
noble actions. n

Members of the BP BiH in the action of giving presents

A visit to the 'Mother's Village' Orphanage

Members of the BiH BPU Orašje with the 
children from the Association of Children with 
Developmental Disabilities from Orašje
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